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EVENING TRANSCRIPT 
Thursday, June 1,1882. 
Recent Deaths 


Colonel Joseph Lemuel Chester, D. C. L., LL. D.: Who has lately died in 
England, was born in Norwich, Conn. April 30, 1821. His father, Joseph Chester, 
died when he was a child, and he was left dependant on his own resources. In 
1838 he commenced the study of law in New York City, but left it for mercantile 
life, in which he was engaged in that city and Philadelphia till about 1852. 

He was a frequent contributor to the newspapers and magazines under several sig- 
natures, the best known being "Julian Cramer’' He then became connected with the 
Philadelphia Press, both there and as corresponding editor at Washington. For 

a time he was one of the assistant clerks of the United States house of Repre- 
sentatives. Since September, 1858, he has resided in London, England. While in 
this country he published '' Greenwood Cemetery and other Poems," 12mo, New York 
and Boston, 1843; "A Preliminary Treatise on the Law of Repulsion as a universal 
law of nature," 8vo, Philadelphia, 1853; "Educational Laws of Virginia," 12mo, 
Boston and Cleveland, 1854. His first work after his arrival in England was en- 
titled "John Rogers, the compiler of the first Authorized English Bible; the pio- 
neer of the English Reformation and its First Martyr, embracing a Genealogical 
account of his family, Biographical Sketches of his Principal Descendants, his 

own writings," etc. 8vo, London, 1861. - His interest in the Proto-martyr was first 
aroused by a tradition in his family that they were descended from that eminent 
man, Colonel Chester's mother, Prudee Tracy, being a daughter of Major Eleazer 
Tracy by his wife Prudee, Daughter of Captain Uriah Rogers of Norwich and great- 
great-great grand daughter of Rev. Nathaniel Rogers of Ipswich, Mass. This tra- 
dition, which can boast of an antiquity of not much over a hundred years, has 
elected, and contributed to its first volume of transactions. He was an honoray 
or a corresponding member of various historical and archaeological societies in 
England and this country, Amoung them the New England Historic, Genealogical 
Society, the Massachusetts Historical Society, and the Historic Society of Lan- 
cashire and Cheshire. The honorary members in the last-named society are limited 
to thirty, and it may be mentioned that he was one of two Americans who had the 
honor conferred upon them, in 1880, in connection with Sir Bernard Burke and Mr. 
John Ruskin. ' He was a contributor to the London Academy, London Notes and Queries, 
the Historical and Geneatogical Register, and other periodicals. The work on which 
he bestowed the most labor, and by which he is best known, is the Registers of 
Westminister Abby, in annotating which he spent many years and cunsulted all the 
records and books accessable to him which would furnish the information he desired. 
It is a marvel of Genealogical lore. In 1877 he received the honorary degree of 
LL.D. from Columbia College, New York city, and in 1881 the degree of D. C. L. 
was conferred upon him by the University of Oxford, England. 
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JOHN ROGERS 


THE COMPILER OF THE FIRST AUTHORISED ENGLISH BIBLE; 
THE PIONEER OF THE ENGLISH REFORMATION; 
AND ITS FIRST MARTYR. 


by 
JOSEPH LEMUEL CHESTER 
LONDON : 
LONGMAN, GREEN, LONGMAN, AND ROBERTS 
1861 
The above title page is taken from the book "John Rogers" by Joseph Lemuel Chester. 


The following short report pertaining to John Rogers ''The Martyr" is mostly taken from the above 440 page 
book. A copy of the book is in the Genealogical Library of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints, in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. Additional information from, "Rogers Family" same library; call No. 929.273 - R6 3la. 


The Reverend John Rogers was born about 1500. About the same time Martin Luther began the Great Reformation, 
which lasted for approximately one hundred and fifty years before being completely reconciled. A reformation 
in which he would play such a prominant part, giving not only the productive years of his life, but defending 
his convictions with his life. He was born in Deritena, near Birmingham, Warwick County, England. He was edu- 
cated at Pembroke Hall, Cambridge, England, where he took his batchler of Arts degree in 1525, then chosen to 
theCardinal Colledge at Oxford and made Junior Cannon, and soon thereafter went into Holy Orders in the Roman 
Catholic Church. On Dec. 26, 1532, he became Rector of "Holy Trinity the Less" in the city of London. He res 
signed in 1534. He was afterward called by a company of English merchants to be one of its Chaplains at Antwerp, 
Brabant, which he accepted. 


It is apparent Rogers left the Roman Catholic Church when he resigned his Rectorship at “Holy Trinity the 
Less", as evidenced by his statement to Gardiner at his trial; he said, "As for your false Church, you need not 
excomunicate me thereout, I have not been in it these twenty years."' Rogers never considered himself out of 
the true Catholic Church. At the time of the trial, for it was a Church trial, he wanted to prove himself by 
the Bible. The Bishops of the Court,headed by Stephen Gardiner, presiding, denied the Bible, telling him "that 
he could prove nothing by the Scriptures, that the Scriptures were dead and must have a lively exposition." 
"No, No, the scripture is alive," said Rogers... But they refused to hear him, saying, “Away, away with hin, 
we have more to talk with...'' Then up he stood,for he had been kneeling all the while. 


He told them he was not a heretic, that he never was out of the true Catholic Church and never would be... 
then gave a definition of the word "Catholic" as used in that connection, which might well take its place even 
in modern dictionaries, viz. "the consent of all true teaching Churches of all times and of all ages." __ of 
which the Romish Church certainly was not one, because it taught "many doctrines which are plainly and directly 
against the Word of God."" Being called upon instantly to mention one, he seclectled the custom of conducting 
public service in a strange tongue. (Latin) which led to a spirited dispute, until, by their own admission and 
his cogent arguments, he had driven them fairly into a logical corner, when they sought to escape the consequ- 
ences by creating such a noise and confusion that he could no longer be heard, --- from out of which the already 
thrice unfortunate Lord Chancellor (Stephen Gardiner) only emerged, by absolutely disavowing the Scriptures as 
a credible witness in behalf of his premises. Then ending it by sending him back to prison. 


William Tyndale, (1492-1536). Studied at Cambridge College. He was a Chaplain with the English Merchants 
at Antwerp, who were supporters of the Reformation. He was tranlating the Bible into the English language, and 
was a great leader in the Reformation. He published his translation of the New Testiment in 1525, and was 
working on the translation of the Old Testiment. He was greatly assisted by John Frith, to whom he was warmly 
attached. Frith was martyred, on the 4th of July 1534. Which was a great and sorrofull loss to Tyndale. 


Rogers joining the English Merchants, as a Chaplain s0 soon after the death of Frith, would seem more than 
just a coincidence. Tyndale had bitterly apposed in his writings, the divorce of King Henry VIII, and Catherine 
of Aragon. Henry had him arrested in March, 1535. He was charged with heresy, and found guilty, and was burned 
at the stake, 6th of October, 1536. 


Rogers leaving his Rectorship at "Holy Trinity the Less" in England in 1534 and coming to Antwerp, and 
Tyndale being arrested in March, 1535, shows their relationship to be but a few months at the most. Their re- 
lationship must have been kept secret, Whether Rogers received the unfinshed manuscript before the arrest of 
Tyndale is not clear; in any event he got the manuscript and went undercover (continuing to serve as Chaplain 
for the English Merchants at Antwerp), he continued unmolested until he had finished the translation, together 
with his own Bible commentary and marginal referrences. When finished, he signed it Thomas Matthew. It appeared 
in England in August 1537 as the translation of Thomas Matthew, and was thereafter known as the Matthew Bible. 
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Rogers married in 1536, Adryana Pratt, alias "de Weyden" a niece of Jacob von Metern. They had eleven 
children, eight boys and three daughters. Susan, John and Daniel, born in Brabant, the next seven in Saxony 
and the three youngest in England, 


There were many problems and fierce opposition, before and after this first printing. It was the first. 
Authorised. Complete edition of both Old and New Testiments; and was printed at the Antwerp press of Jacob von 
Metern. There are three original copies in the British Museum. This great work was done by John Rogers, and 
by him alone, under the assumed pseudonym of "Thomas Matthew" (probably an intended combination of the names of 
the two Apostles). After the translation was completed and the Bible printed, he resigned his Chaplainship, 
and moved with his family to Wittenberg, Saxony, where he aquired much knowledge of the German language, took 
charge of a Protestant congregation and remained Pastor thereof for eleven years. On the accession of King 
Edward Vi to the English throne, he with his wife and eight children returned to England, in 1548. 


thomas, Lord Crumwell (such is the orthography in most old MSS.), afterwards Earl of Essex, was then in 
the zenith of his power, having arisen from the humblest station to be Lord Privy Seal, Vicar General and Vicar 
General and Vicegerent; thus occupying an eminence next only to that of the King himself. His subsequent dis- 
grace and downfall appear to have been unmerited, for no serious charge against him was ever sustained, Though 
not immaculate, he was probably the best Minister that Henry VIII, ever had. He was beheaded at Tower Hill, 
July 28th, 1540, having been hurriedly tried, and attained, on very frivolous accusations. 


Miles Coverdale. (1488-1568) Was educated at Cambridge College, was a Bishop of Exeter, England, and from 
his youth was a favourite and prote'ge' of Lord Crumwell, began in England under Crumwell's protection, about 
1528 to translate the Bible into the English language. By 1535 the work was finished and a small edition pub- 
lished. It was the first Bible printed in the English language. It was not approved or authorized because of 
its many errors and mistakes, such as, where the word''repentance" was in the original, he translated it to be 
"penance", Even with his close relationship with Lord Crumwell, his Bible was not accepted by either the civil 
authorities or the clergy, and no more copies were printed. Coverdale was a rival to, and had nothing to do 
with the translation of the original Matthew Bible. 


Rogers' "Thomas Matthew" Bible reached England by the last of July, 1537. This is proved by a letter from 
Archbishop Cranmer to Lord Crumwell, written on the 4th of August in that year, in which he notifies him that he 
sends him a copy of it. He declares that he regards this translation to be superior to any former one, and does 
not think that the Bishops can produce a better one (to use his own expressive language) "till a day after dooms 
day". He speaks of the great care and labour evinced in its preparation, and praises particularly the Dedication . 
to the King, to whom he begs the Minister to present it, and obtain, if posible, the royal license for its pub- 
lication and free distribution. Certainly, this would seemed to have been an extraordinary letter to send to a 
man, who must naturally have been agrived at the recent fate of the similar production of one whom he had been 
petting and patronising for the past ten years, and proves conclusively one of two things: either that Coverdales 
translation must have been regarded, by all parties, as radically imperfect and impracticable; or else Crumwell 
was a most remarkable man, in that he could see his protege so cooly thrust aside, hear his competitor so warmly 
applauded, and go at once so actively and generously to work, as he did, in behalf of the rival volume: possibly 
it proves both. Certainly, Crumwell did act thus nobly and promptly, in response to the request of the Archbishop; 
for only nine days, on the 13th of August, Cranmer wrote to him again, thanking him most warmly for having effected 
the object he desired, and assuring him that his having obtained the King's license for the introduction of this 
Bible gave him more pleasure than would the gift of a thousand pounds. Qsee appendex 428) Indeed, Cranmer seems 
to have been greatly overjoyed on account of this success; for, in still another letter to Crumwell, written fif- 
teen days later, on the 28th of August, though chiefly relating to other matters, he again repeats his thanks for 
the service rendered in that behalf. 

Here, then, is a singular state of things. Only a short time before——certainly much less than two years, 
and probably only a few months—— a complete translation of the Bible made its appearence. That also was dedi- 
cated to the King, in an address characterised, even by Coverdale's most ardent biographers, as flattering, and 
even extravagantly fulsome. The friend and patron of the author was the highest civil officer of the realm, poss- 
essing almost unbound influence, (Crumwell), and-yet that work failed to attract attention or to receive encourge- 
ment. Now a similar volume appears, unheralded, with no powerful friend to proclaim its merits or urge its claims 
and only protected by a poor printer who had invested his all in its publication; and yet,it is instantly hailed 
with almost frantic joyby the Archbishop of Canterbury—the highest religious dignitary in the land, (Cranmer), 
who at once commends it in unmeasured terms to the Prime Minister—the identical patron of the former volume, 
(Crumwell), who in turn presents it promptly to the King, Henry VIII, and who, apparently without an hour's hesi- 
tation, gives it his royal endorsement. surely, there must have been something more than a mere change in public 
sentiment to produce this wonderful antithesis. We hear of no especial alteration, during this. short interval, 
in the religious views of either the King, the Minister, or the Archbishop, that can account for it. Apart from 
the intrinsic merits of the two books themselves, everything was in favor of the first translation; (Coverdale's 
Bible),and yet, that fell dead to the ground, while the othet as suddenly rose to the highest pinnacle of success. 


It has been attempted (and it is painful to see it where we do) to connect Cranmer in some way with the 
printers, and to represent him as pecuniarily interested in the publication of the Bible. Not the slightest evi- 
dence can be found to sustain a presumption so lame and unkind. The very language of Cranmer, in the letters 
referred to, cannot be reasonbly distorted into anything else than expressions of his greatful delight that, at 
last, the Sacred Volume had assumed a character that must redound to the glory of God and the spiritual benefit 
of the world. No: the real secret of Cranmer's rejoicing, of Crumwell's zeal, and of royal assent, must evidently 
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be looked for in the radical superiority of the Translation itself; and for this assertion ample proof is to be 
found in the fact that their judgement, at that crisis (whatever the King may have afterwards done), has been 
confirmed by every succeeding generation to the present time. However translations may have since multiplied, 

and whatever amount of labour and wisdom may have been expended upon subsequent revisions, THAT BIBLE——the Bible 
which John Rogers prepared, and whose publicatian he superintended—is still the basis of the version now in our 
churches and our dwellings, (1861) and will continue to be (please God?) until the Book itself.has finally accomp- 
lished its mission. (The above quote by Mr. Chester, states a Mr. Grafton was seeking the Bible printing profits.) 


Although the King and Archbishop approved the Matthew Bible and had it put in the churches, fierce opposition 
continued with the Popish Priests, with Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester and Lord Chancellor as their head. 
As early as one year after the Matthew Bible was published, Grafton, one of the publishers of the first Matthew 
Bibles, was in Paris, with Myles Coverdale, Crumwell's old friend, and under the direction or sanction ofCrunwell, 
who had the power to choose whoever he wanted to produce the next edition. (The Popish Priests regarded the comm- 
entary and marginal notes as equal to or more dangerous than the Bible itself). Coverdale made changes, as in> 
structed. More changes were made in the next four editions. The first changes seemed to have more to do with 
the commentary than the Bible itself. But Bible changes were made. Rogers was at that time in Brabant and Saxony, 
and was not invited to help with the new edition. 


With Tyndale and Frith Martyred, Rogers did not step into their shoes to make money, it was for a much 
higher and nobler cause that he entered into the task of finishing the translation of the Holy Scriptures, with 
a courage and determination that did not cease. When the work was finished he dedicated it to King Henry VIII, 
he then signed it "Thomas Matthew", After the finished Bible reached London and was approved by the King as 
above stated, it appears that Rogers had nothing more to do with it. It is not determined just when it was 
learned that Rogers was ''Thomas Matthew''. Rogers’ determination was not only to get the Bible in the hands of 
the people, but to help them understand it. He wrote a two page summary which covered the main points of the 
Bible; followed by twenty-six pages of "principal matters contained in the Bible". Also a concordance, and the 
marginal references; all this together made it possible for the reader to follow through on the scriptural sub- 
ject he wanted to persue. This was the first time such information had been added to a Bible. And the thing 
the Popish Bishops feared and hated the most. So far as the records show, Rogers received no monetary conm- 
pensation for completing and publishing the first, Authorised, English version of the complete Bible. Yet be- 
cause of its accuracy, it has been the base for most Bibles printed since. 


Edward VI, (1537-1553) The boy King, son of Henry VIII and his third wife, Jane Seymour, came to the throne 
at age ten, on the 28th of January, 1547. He died six years later on the 6th of July, 1553. His uncle Edward 
Seymour, controlled the affairs of the Kingdom. Protestantism was established as the State Religion. Although 
he had a few good and judicious men, both in and out of the Church, it was not enough. During the later years 
of the reign of Henry VIII, consessions were continually made and the Papist gained power. During the brief 
six year period of Edwards reign, the Papist continued to infilter high positions in both Church and State. Mach- 
inations of the Pope and his emissaries were quietly but surely, undermining the foundations of the Religious 
structure whose erection had proceeded slowly. Treason stalked in it's midst. 


Rogers was doing well in Wittenberg, and was well thought of. But thinking’ ‘the duty of every good man to 
devote his best abilities to his own Country——preferred to abandon his worldly fortune, rather than disregard 
the calls of that duty. Having returned, therefore, to his native land, he manfully devoted himself to further 
ing the work of the Gospel, laboring willingly and earnestly; he had various assignments, then on the 24th of 
August, 1550, was appointed to the stall of St. Pancras; he was recognised as a man of ability and was assigned 
to the Cathedral Church of Saint Paul, in London, in June, 1553. 


Mary I, (1516-1558) was the daughter of King Henry VIII, (who seperated the English Church from that of 
Rome), and Catherine of Aragon. She was a Catholic and was determined to restore the Roman Catholic Faith in 
England. The perscutions which she undertook in her effort to make England Roman Catholic have made her known 
in history as "Bloody Mary". During these perscutions, more than three hundred persons were put to death. 
Amoung them were the martyrs Thomas Cranmer, Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer. She became Queen on the 1/th 
day of July, 1553. After the death of her Brother Edward VI. An attempt was made to set her aside in favor 
of Lady Jane Grey, ''the nine day Queen", but it was unsuccessful. Queen Mary immediately repealed all the 
religious laws of Edward VI. She revived certain severe laws against heresy or disbelief in church doctrine. 
Cardinal Pole was sent to England as the Pope's representive, and England was formally brought back into the 
Catholic Church. (ref. The World Book Encyclopedia, 1959 edition, for this paragraph on Queen Mary I.) 


The real troubles of Rogers, and of the "Noble army of martyrs", commenced on the death of Edward VI, 

' which event occurred on the 6th of July, 1553. The great majority of the Church was still, secretly, if not 
avowedly, papist; while Edward, that good and very promising child, was uttering sound and seasonable sentiments, 
prittly and properly clothed for him in appropriate language, by his tutors and ministers; his very court had 
became the scene of vice and wichedness... and the rankest popist filled offices of high trust and importance, 
cloaking their evil intentions under the garb of extraordinary sanctity. On the 7th of July, the day after 
Edwards death, Lady Jane Grey, was proclaimed Queen, openly she was for the Reformation, but secretly ploting 
against it. Her reign lasted only nine days, and is mentioned here because, in the course of her brief reign 
occurred the turning point in the life of Rogers. 


On the 9th of July, 1553, being the first Sunday after Lady Jane was proclaimed, Bishop Ridley, by order 
of the Council, preached a sermon at Paul's Cross. His discourse seems to have been, not only of a very plain, 
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personal character, but even violent in his denounciation of the Princess Mary, whom he represented as a thor- 
ough Papist, who would, if she hadsucceeded to the Crown, have restored the Papal dominion, and betrayed the 
Kingdom to a forign power; and he also made other severe animadversions upon her, contrasting her character, 
and that of her probable government, with those of the Lady Jane. It unquestionably sealed Ridley's doom, 
from the moment of delivery. 


On the next Sunday, July 16th, Rogers preached in the same place, but opposite to the preaching of Bishop 
Ridley the week before. Rogers sermon was on righteouness and the abuses of wickedness, with firmness, with 
no reference to to the political conditions, which may have been disappointing to some of his friends, but it 
was offence enough that he had succeeded the obnoxious Ridley at Paul's Cross, and was recognised by the Council 
as one of its ablest preachers; and this added to the fear of him already entertained by the Papist, on account 
of his boldness and ability, rendered him, from that occasion, a marked man, 


On the 17th of July Mary was proclaimed Queen. She arrived in London on the 3rd of August. On the the 
following Sunday, August 6th, Rogers again preached at Paul's Cross, delivering, according to Foxe, "a most Godly 
and vehement sermon, avowing and conferming such true doctrine as he and others had there taught in King Edwards 
days, exhorting the people constantly to remain in the same and to beware of all pestilent Popery, idolatery, 
and superstitution". 


Here, it may be safely asserted, shone forth, for perhaps the first time, the true character of the man. 
Here ended the career of the mere minister, and began that of the martyr. The occasion was an important one, and 
demands closer consideration. Why was he the first who was called to deliver a public dicourse, after the 
arrival of .ueen Mary in London? It surely could not have been his regular day for that duty, for he had preached 
at the Cross only three weeks before, and it was customery for the principal clergy to officiate there in rota- 
tion. The answer is plain. History records that the Council was already "overmatched with Popish Bishops",and 
there can be little doubt, with their undisguised hatred of him, or, at least, of compelling him to define his 
future position. They did not reckon erroneously. Rogers was prepared for the emergency, which may not have 
been unexpected. He had already forseen the results of Mary's accession, had counted the cost of his opposition, 
and had deliberately made up his mind as to the course which he should pursue. There is no doubt that, even in 
that day, he saw in the dim distance the stake that was to be the goal of his career. The considerations of 
life, liberty, a loving family, ability to do good abroad, all had passed before him and been carefully weighed, 
but he did not falter. He had come to his native land at the call of duty, and he would not forsake that duty, 
or avoid its performance, for any earthly inducements, dear and tender, or high and holy as human affection might 
regard them. Even at that early day, he had formed the resolution which he afterwards enunciated to the cruel 
sheriff on the morning of his execution, "that what he preached he would seal with his blood". There was no 
wavering, no timidity, no effort to escape the command of the Council, no shrinking from the responsibilities 
of the position into which he had been forced, and no lukewarmness or time-serving in his address, when he stood 
for the last time where his voice had often been heard before, and knew every word that fell from his lips was 
only adding to the terrors of his future doom. How different this discourse from the last one at that place! 
Then, there being no motive and no necessity for severity, he had mildly preached a Gospel sermon, and sent 
his hearers to their homes, comforted in their hopes of salvation or mourning over their sins. Now, the scene 
and occasion were changed: he was no longer the mere pastor of an anxious flock, but the dread censor of a vile 
and angry priesthood, into whose hands he saw had already been committed the direction of the future Government. 
We can well imagine the tenor of his language, and how his auditors must have writhed under the lashings of his 
earnest and indignant soul. Suppose it had been otherwise—that he had failed on this occasion—that, put 
forward as he was, the first to temporise with the ruling powers, or to comprise himself and the cause inextric- 
ably by a firn defiance of his and its enemies, he had, through moral weakness or physical timidity, chosen the 
former cource. What a cruching blow would he have inflicted upon the cause, and how his example would have de- 
terred others from maintaining their steadfastness when it should come their turns to be in peril! There never 
was any position in the whole history of the Reformation, all things being considered, where the responsibilities 
thrown upon a single man were greater and the results more important, or where they were more nobly sustained. 
Surely, his conduct was more than noble—-it was magnificient! 


The immediate effect was what might have been and probably was expected. He was forthwith summoned before 
the same Council which had ordered him to preach this discourse, but he defended himself so ingeniously that 
they were compelled, for the time, to dismiss him unharmed. From all that can be gleaned, his defence appears 
to have consisted in a simple appeal to the fact that the Protestant religion was still recognised and protected 
by the law of the land——the Acts passedin its behalf in King Edward's time not having yet been repealed. This 
was an argument which even such a Council as that was could not dispute, and, angrey as they must have been to 
see their supposed prey so easily elude them, they could not safely do otherwise than release him. This was 
Rogers last sermon, and, according to his own testimony, his last public address. 


The Queen lost no time in surrounding herself by councellers and ministers suited to her peculair tast and 
religious creed, summarily ejecting the Protestants who were obnoxious to her, and filling their places with such 
characters as Gardiner and Bonner, and others of their stamp. During the ensuing week——in spite of her repeated 
assurances and positive promises to the Protestants generally (and especially those of Suffolk, without whose 
loyalty and timely assistance, it is quite certain that she never could have reached the throne so easily), that 
she would make no change in the then lawfully established religion, but would be quite content with privately en- 


joying her own, ——measures were resolved upon, and preparations made, for carrying out the long-settled deter- 
mination to crush the Reformers and the Reformation, and reinstate the Papacy through England. On Saturday the 
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12th of August, she summond to her presence the magistrates of London, and, personally addressing them,declared 
that, although although her own conscience was firm in the matters of religion, yet she did not intend to put 

any restraint on those of her subjects; but she designed to have them instructed in what she believed to be the 
true religion, by "godly, virtuous, and learned preachers", and hoped that through their teachings they would be 
led to agree with her in her religious sentiments. The man seclected to commence these public instructions, 

and one to whom the objectives above quoted were designed to apply, was Gilbert Bourne (who had been for some 
time a Prebendary of St. Paul's, and was now the chaplain and a parasite of Bonner, Ridley's successor in the 
Bishopric of London), than whom, being a recreant from their principles, Mary's Councellers could not have chosen 
a man more obnoxious to the Protestants, or more fit to be put forward to perform the shamefull task alloted him. 
On Sunday, the 13th of August, Bourne stood in the same place, at Paul's Cross, where Rogers had ended his 
public preaching the week before. During the same week was issued the Royal edict positively prohibiting all 
preaching and reading of the Scriptures by the Protestants. This appeared on Friday. The following Monday, Aug. 
21st, another was published, by which every man, i.c. every Protestant, was prohibited from reasoning againest 
or discussing the actions of the Queen and Council, whatever they may be. She repealed the religious laws of 
Edward VI, and re-instated some of the old Papist laws on heresy, and re-established Popish Rule. 


On the loth of August, ten days after he spoke at the Cross, Rogers was again summoned to trial, he was not 
he was not accused of a new crime. The results of this second arraignment shall be told in the Council's own 
words, which, in the minute of that date, are as follows:——''John Rogers alias Matthew, a seditious preacher, 
ordered by the Lords of the Council to keep himself a prisoner in his house at Paul's, without conference of any 
person other than such as are daily with him in (his) household, until such time as he hath contrary commandment". 
Note; It is here seen that, in the very first official proceedings against Rogers, particular pains were taken 
to identify him with the "Thomas Matthew" of the Bible of 1537. 


The question naturally arises, why this apparent leniency was particularly manifested toward Rogers? Why, 
while his fellows of all classes, even those of equal and surperior rank, were uncermoniously hurried into the 
crowded and filthy Jails of that period, was he alone placed under nearly nominal restraint, and not even required 
to pledge his word that he would not attempt to escape? Why was it that, for nearly six months, he alone was per- 
mitted this comparative liberty, allowd constant intercourse with his family, and only prohibited by a verbal 
mandate from quitting his house? The reply to these inquirétes is self evident. He was recognised by the Papist 
party as a man of extraordinary abilities, both as a scholar and a leader amoung the Reformers, and as such was 
both hated and feared. They hoped, and were trusting that he would turn his back on the cause which he had espou- 
sed, and seek personal safty in flight. What a triump for them would such a result have been! What a blow would 
it have inflicted upon the Protestant cause: With what reproach and ignominy would his name have been deservedly 
covered, and how would the weaker members of his faith have been shocked, and perhaps shaken from their allegiance 
when they saw themselves and their cause thus abandoned, by one to whom they had been accustomed to look for guid- 
ence and support, by both precept and example. Here,again, it may be asserted, was cast upon the single man,— 
John Rogers,——almost the entire responsibility of maintaing, at this juncture, the existance and integrity of 
the Protestant movement in England. It would be wrong to say that there were not others who might have exihibited 
the same degree of firmness. At this time the preachers who were strong supporters of the Reformation were in 
jail, the weak ones had recreanted, or fled. But Rogers had already conscientiously determined upon his course... 
God, and not his enemies, had created the circumstances by which he was surrounded. God had manifested to His own 
mind His intentions to use him as an instrument for working out his great purposes, and he had no thought or desire 
of averting the responsibilities thus laid upon him. So, greatly to the disappointment and disgust of his enemies, 
he remained "aprisoner in his own house", and calmly awaited the next scene in the important drama in which he 
was to be so prominant an actor. 

On the 27th of January, 1554, at the instigation of Bonner and approved by Gardiner, Rogers was again brought 
before the tribunal, no legal charges were found. Foxe records the following from their records: By reference 
to that document, it appears that he was "'accused and detected, and notoriously slandered of" ——not any political 
offence, but——"heresy", Eventually the tribunal finds that he has "aught, holden, and affermed, and obstinately 
defended"'——not treasonable opinions concerning the Queen or civil Government, but——'"'divers errors, heresies, 
and damnable opinions, contrary to the doctrine and determination of the holy Church": and, as if to assure 
posterity that these heresies were not political ones, they are distinctly defined as follows: '"'That the Catholic 
Church of Rome is the Church of Anti-Christ."' and "that, in the Sacrement of the Alter, there is not, Substantially 
and really, the natural body and Blood of Christ." These are the charges,and the only ones, on which he was tried, 
found guilty, and condemed; and these he never denied. On these charges, Rogers was taken to Newgate prison, where 
the malignity of Gardiner and Bonner did not cease, when they had consigned him to the worst and most loathsome 
prison then in London. They would not allow him books or pen. Very little is known about him while he was in prison 
that year, Foxe declares that he was even "'merry''. Near the end of the year he signed, and may have helped write 
"The declaration of the preachers in prison." and "Petition of the Preachers on Prison." 


From the day of queen Mary's assession, the power of the Papist party had been absolute. The Protestant taken, 
and their leading preachers in jail, they had been summarily and effectively crushed with no hope of successful 
resistance. During the next eighteen months, the Papist were gradually but surely confirming their control of both 
Church and State. By or before the expiration of this time, Gardiner had managed to secure in reality the supreme 
power, and the queen was a nonentity. Soon everyone obeyed his command. The third Parliment after Mary's accession 
met on the 12th of November,1554. After three efforts, Gardiner had at last brought together a body fit for his 
purpose. Having already effected the marriage of the Wueen with a foregn Papist Prince, abolished the English 
Church-service, and restored the authority of the Pope. Qn the 30th of November, Cardinal Pole, as the Pop's legate, 
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having reached London six days before, made his appearence in parliment, when that body consummated its servile 
abandonment, by casting itself at his feet, humbly imploring pardon from his master for themselves and the country, 
and receiving a general absolution. From this time the work was easy. A few days only served to revive the acts 
originally passed against the Lollards, in the reign of Richard II., Henry IV., and Henry V., punishing heresy 
with the greatest severity; which act had been rendered innoxious in the time of Henry VIII., and still more for- 
mally declared nugatory under Edward VI. They were now to take effect from the 20th of the following January. 
Gardiner now had all the authority and weapons of offence that he could desire, this Parliment was dessolved. The 
indecent haste with which proceedings against the imprisoned preachers were immediately commenced, fully proves 
the anxiaty of the Papist leaders to inaugurate the work of distruction, and that they had only waited, although 
unwillingly, for this formal announcement of legal authority, lest more summary measures might have drawn down 
upon them by the opposition of the people. In truth, the present laws, under which they were about professedly 

to act, were “ex post facto", so far as the then prisioners were concerned,——the authorities were to powerful to 
fear any successful revolt. 

It was only the second day after the revived laws came into force, viz. on the 22nd of January, 1555, that 
the first official proceedings were taken under them. Some of the most important or dangerous of the so-called 
heretics, therteen in number, appear to have been then in Newgate, and received the first attention. The first 
day was a preliminary proceeding, some recanted, some were dismissed, and eight were returned to Newgate. Bishop 
Gardiner was the presiding officer. This and the entire trial was a farce. On the following Monday, the 28th 
of January, Cardinal Pole, as Lord Legate of England——the direct representative of the Pope—issued in general 
terms, his commission for judicial proceedings against all persons who might be obnoxious to the new laws against 
heresy. This Commission was addressed to Gardiner and the other Bishops. The same day, Gardiner brought in his 
tribunal, arrangements having been made earlier. Three of the accused parties, vis. Rogers, Hooper and Cardmaker 
were brought in. Gardiner presided, as chief of the Commission, for two of these men were the objects of his 
special hatred, and he could not suffer such an admirable oppertunity to wreak upon them his personal vengeance 
to escape him; while he had reason, as it appears, to believe that the third would be induced then and there to 
recant. Hooper was first; He would not recant and was condemned, Cardmaker recanted, (he, a short time later 
said it was to secure a little time he needed. He was burned at the stake the 30th of May, Following). Rogers 
would not recant, and was carried over to the next day. 


This was a Roman Catholic Church Tribunal, acting under the direction of Cardinal Reginald Pole, from Rome, 
representing the Pope. Bishop Stephen Gardiner presiding with Bishop Edmund Bonner of London, at his right side; 
the other members of the of the tribunal present, and including some who were not members, were, the thirteen 
Bishops from the following areas; Worcester; Ely; Bath; Wells; Gloucester; Bristol; Durham; Carliste; Lincoln; 
St. Davids; Norwich; Lichfield; Duke of Norfolk, Lord Montague and Lord Wharton; eleven Knights, three lawyers, 
three secretaries. These all, approved the denial of the Scriptures, and the false accusations of Gardiner aganinst 
Rogers and the other preachers. The prisoners were brought in one at a time, without representation, and appar- 
ently had kneel all the while; for on one occasion Rogers said, "And up I stood for I had been Kneeling all the 
while" 

Although the tribunal condemned Hooper the first time he refused to recant, Rogers on his refusal was carried 
over to the next day. The next day he was offered the chance to recant and come back into the Catholic Church 
as it was then established in England. with the Pope as the head of the Church. This he utterly refused to do. 
telling them that the that the Pope of Rome was only a Bishop and had no more rights than anyother Bishop, that 
the Pope was not the head of the Church, and he had no right to forgive sins. That Christ was the head of the 
true Church, and that the Romish Catholic Church was the Church of Anti-Christ. And much more. He pointed out 
many errors and wanted to prove them by the scriptures, but the Lord Chancellor (Stephen Gardiner) would not 
permit it, saying the Scriptures were dead, and must be replaced with something more lively, and as Rogers further 
wanted to prove himself by the scriptures, Gardiner twice more emphatically denied the scriptures. Rogers exposed 
his duplicity, and the injustice with which he had been treated, alleging that the laws of both God and man had 
been violated in his person, and that they had, in the most arbitary and illegal manner, kept him in confinement 
until they succeeded in reviving certain encatments, under which they were now seeking his life. Again the thied 
day January 29th, he was brought before the Council. He was again offered the chance to recant,they told h.im that 
the the Parliment and the whole Realm had been converted to the Catholic Church as it now stands with the Pope as 
the head. Again he utterly refused. He was asked his convictions pertaining to the sacrement, whether or not he 
believed the sacrement to be the very body and blood of our Saviour Christ, that was born of the Virgin Mary and 
hanged on the cross, really, substatially, etc? ..-He said. No, that Christ could not corporally be theme and . 
in heaven also, They mentioned again that the whole Realm was converted. He told them that many were compelled 
against their will and that if one preacher with the word of God came to the Parliment and could show them by 
the scriptures that they were wrong, they should accept the word of God and change their opinion; but, no, they 
all would rather take the word of the rulers, and the Rulers worked for their own gain, and not the Glory of God. 
After which, he was excommunicated and condemned. He said they need not excommunicate him for he had not been 
in it for twenty years. After the condemmnation, he asked if his wife could come and speak with him so long as 
he lived, The Chancellor said she was not his wife. Rogers said she was and had been for 18 years. The request 
was refused. He then pointed out their own evil ways, and was taken back to prison. 
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Closing Scenes; A complete copy of chapter seven, including the headings, as follows: 

Return to Newgate---Demonstrations of the people---Fears of rescue---Confined more rigidly than before---Treated 
with special Severity---Conversation with Day---Advice respecting the future Conduct of the Church---His Cheer- 
fulness---Pleasant Message to Hooper---His last Sleep---His last Waking---Degradition from the Priesthood---Appeal 
to Bonner for permission to speak "a few words" to his wife---Bonner's Brutal Refusal---Insolence of one of the 
Sheriffs---Rogers' Mildness and holy Temper---The March to Smithfield---Conduct of the People---Affecting Meeting 
with his Family---His Resolution unshaken---Sings his own Death Song--- Again the Saviour of the Reformation--- 
Its First Martyr---Scene at the Stake---Refuses a Pardon---Reasons why his case is entitled to pre-eminent Con-. 
sideration---His Wife and Son visit the Prison---Discovery of his Papers---Another Review of Foxe's Inaccuracies 
---Identification of the place of Burning at Smithfield---Effect of his death on the People---On his fellow 
Prisoners---Testimony of Bradford and Ridley---Not the first Martyr by accident or by Complusion---Effect of his 
teachings and Example illustrated---Incidentally saves Coverdale's Life--- Uncertain Disposition of his Family--- 
Conclusion. 

It appears from contemporaneous accounts, that some fears were entertained of an attempt to rescue Rogers 
and Hooper, on the evening of their condemnation. Reports of the occurrences of the preceding day's trial had, 
doubtless, been circulated amoung the people,amoung whom there must have been many who were indesposed to look 
calmly upon the treatment to which two men so much respected and beloved had been subjected, and it is hardly 
probable that the terrible sentence just pronounced could have been kept from their knowledge very long after its 
delivery. That there must have been some reason to apprehend a serious tumult, is proved by the preparations that 
were made for their safe transmission from the judgement hall, in St. Mary Overy's church, to their old quarters 
in Newgate. They were first removed to the Clink prison, in Southwark, where they were detained until night. In 
the meantime, orders were issued, and officers sent in advance to see that they were executed, that the lights in 
the streets through which they were to pass should be extinguished, including even the torches upon the stalls of 
the costermongers, to the intent that the prisoners and their attendants might pass over the route without being 
recognised, or, at least, interrupted. When all the arrangements had been perfected, and secresy secured, as was 
supposed, these two weak and helpless men——themselves not even indulging a thought of escape, but guarded as 
effectually as if they had been endowed with the strength of a thousand Giants——were taken from the Clink, atte 
ended by a numerous body of officials, armed, as Rogers says, “with bills and weapons enough," and first led 
through the Bishop's house (probably to mislead the bystanders), thence through St. Mary Overy's churchyard into 
the open streets, and so across London Bridge towards Newgate. The Precautions for privacy had, however, been in 
vain, for the officers found, greatly to their surprise and annoyance, that the streets were lined with men and 
women, holding lighted candles in their hands, who cheered the prisoners as they passed between their ranks, with 
affectionate salutations and assurances of sympathy, as well as thanksgivings for their fortitude, and prayers for 
its endurance. These pious souls had no other means of testifying their affection and respect, nor could they then 
be restrained from such a manifestation, but they made no more seriuos demonstration of their feelings, and it 
does not appear that any notice was subsequently taken of it. 

Rogers re-entered his cell that night, consious that his very hours were numbered, although, as was then the 
custom, no notice was given him of the precise day of his execution. Of the incidents of the succeeding five days, 
but little is known. His confinment appears to have been rigid and solitary. We hear, in other cases, of strenous 
attempts being made to induce the condemned to recant, and of discussions between them and eminent Romish preach- 
ers, but of no such means employed with him. It was either considered a hopeless task, or else, as is most probable, 
it was fully determined that, under no circumstances, should he escape the full penalty of the law. Bradford and 
others wrote numerous letters, and sent messages to their friends, after their condemnation, but not a line or a 
word of his has come down to us; showing conclusively that he was, in this respect, subjected to the utmost severity, 
and that he only, of all those in confinment, was thus treated. Surely, it is not assuming too much in saying that 
he must have been regarded as the most to be feared of all his class; and that he was considered as supremely dan- 
gerous, both on account of his superior abilities generally, and of the great injury that he had already inflected 
upon the Popish cause, by his Biblical and other labours. For these alleged offences, and to prevent effectually 
the possibility of their renewal, he was assuredly to die; and his enemies had already seen enough of his firmness 
to convince them that any efforts to induce him to recant would prove utterly fruitless. So he was left to him- 
self——-to reflect upon his own fate and that of his unhappy family, and to endure, as best he could, in silence 
and solitude, the few remaining hours of his earthly existence. He did, indeed, succeed in eluding the watchful- 
ness of his jailers so far as to write a hurried account of his examinations, and to add thereto several pages, 
containing the substance of what he would have said to his judges, if he had been permitted; but this must have 
been done very stealthily, for it appears, by the closing paragraph (which Foxe very unnecessarily omitted), that 
that he was not able even to complete that task, and ended it abruptly, as he says, for the lack of time. 

During these few days, it is probable that -he had the conversation recorded with Day, who was afterwards the 
publisher of Foxe's Acts and Monuments, and who was, at that time, a fellow-prisoner. This time is fixed upon, 
because he seems to intimate his own approaching death as certain, which, until now, was only probable. It is 
not impossible that there was some intercourse amoung the prisoners themselves, permitting so short a conversa- 
tion as this, although they were entirely prohibited from conversing with persons from without the jail. This 
account was, doubtless, furnished by Day himself, and may therefor be relied upon. Foxe endeavours to give his 
language a prophetical character, and would seem to intimate that this constituted its only value—an opinion 
with which it is not absolutely necessary to agree. According to Day, Rogers said to him as follows: ——"Thou 
shalt live to see the alteration of this religion,and the Gospel to be freely preached again: therefor, have me 
commended to my brethren, as well those in exile as others, and bid them be circumspect in displacing the Papist, 
and putting good ministers into the churches, or else their end will be worse than ours." 

His meaning was evidently this: he was aware that Day was confined on some comparatively trifling charge, 
and that his offence was not of a character to require the sacrifice of his life,——so that he might safely 
assume his speedy deliverance. He desired, therefor, that he would communicate the results of his own experience 
to his Protestant brethern,——especially to those in exile, but who would eventually return, when the present 


is 
o* 
4 
* 
é ‘ 
j é 
ea 
Tene 
+f 
** 
, 
. 
‘ 
+ , 
ai '* 
lms 
os ' 
ave ° 
weedy 
' 
wal’) 
pum 
\* 
' “ 
ae 
v LA 
cee 
aa 4 
tia ! 
4 
étan 
r “~ o 
5 
° Ay 
t 
rT 
‘ 
u 1) 
i 
-& 
fi 
™ 
’ q 
} 
j ao 
@ 
- i 
ip 7 
i" 


te” sly hoe aed) And s deein| B REL ale Te eottitves ane pr inpar beds “m 













































































ewotiIut «8 ak age sit pabbal ont neve 9 

s yledghy wtew benliod-i-egeey Fo eel a 

H wf) day Wo Jo0bdeD erode iS yarltowqaae weds 
7 wos? aokplbargede-"yotted geet Wil-~ 

watenelas i Jater® wo teqneds+ shiv + ov ore 

ond ef? Yo Fawhnode~-Neltdein’ oo ee pian ie 

Ost of9 whe oa es prot Woned ove eld 6) sa aa 

' ( befeisa a> \ viv seneasd--<noteet » cand os) 

ij . 4 mivell wey seget «id Jo yeevnbase~ song yTt | bi 

toh ald Yo joetl2--<biesdAdiee de Salmi 

itqant st ebyoaa ish 30 ed¥ ep Peat 

: oa «--ol tl w'elelvevelaaeea ¥ {tmphebsoat 





; = a 
ethe Ge Fo 4b bas us. iL st outs pad) \e28uesD6 | audi 
ave ; isaqaed Pel iammebnog eiets 
wecree! y ny ead ® i yal le meveewens youq. ods govowd 
- : { voled Bey Sataeaael “va G8 Gea OWT dobiw Od 
ax : jet noed « fuwee Oo OOS daut fasees tg 
A org * bree ¢ hootwoqee of Jeesae anes obed e0nn Ta 
' { 7 ; - aS 41 Poemeelbel ed) wor? poten leaner? » 
tw ' ppl eys ywoedyg antl? wi? a bevdas7 jaat 
+ é ‘hd CD OO a 44 F eiwolttd Sun ,bevne) a2 
so 9 » } ut ,bertalwoaci vce A'e t isashe oaaq oD ww vids alae” 

3 45 4, phe 4 yadda tle? bie egrdiaq wad aody 3 ons tnd edd od 
<>¥ om» .bedoetzee seed Wad BPakeageacve add fie wed .Besgurse tad uae : 
 Gnbtias siuwos? «@ wilelebel paee Tou savin wed ——pee acetyied bad deew pe7 
_ jweld | anode 6 3c draneeee bio 07 kw he ome fee? ted © 
. 1s » offi Dele” ,ever yh agi oe amit jaletodtro ie yood 

ev vxch .72 davorils ~ aah PP peor. weds bastete 93 ¢idadorgy geund 4’ ge 

wisg ' ' iL ee | AT ‘oiageues BBV 4005 aybh ive anh mid peoTss es “ 
a eur tb: > 209 ,@3regenns bau ORT: vieds of Vi 1g (bowel 2t0 
aid 1% ) syodadya one betends ow ~sbved sieds at eslbans bade 
. ot }ahan awed (tow c® .piiegewe Yo asonetuaee baw ‘anos 
ns Lint “1 Yu Beet bsaed fo seems gettte om bed ‘elie aaed 
eae § ‘ aoutooer a af aha My Que . wes Ass Iran a 
to vede) ¢iteeupocotus aww vase x 3 Mf: 
. twa . atuol vroy old. sade sintenGs ,24gln add (hee etd beve! 
i ; we 1 of La soo ald Yo ete vedoeta ots Yo elf oevlp ia 
- yori foe Wow Stght aped ovad' Ua Wrseqge tamentiaés e184 
. oiuelsel (> bow ,dreoes 69 benwmebaed oft & ebad “9 
ve “eee od © Bevebienas saedtte eae Jf seta nate bevelqen.@ ‘ 
f ad’ Yo ‘val : 04? woes i bluete ,esore meee on vabuu pads bonkore 
yd of cave! d m sie y steda ag geiewe Joe bne \oessoel ae ie 
iy > beta r this say, ot sad0 wiht Faso oo gorveta jae: oF ek wag 
sah seme “fs i : Jeivl baveaes ye aaa peers seeds 118 16 adem 
pio ;, . ee te (tf do bevawl’ ed oF teem aty se bobreyer 
be ald Ser bots (ifewesey aelzh lids Tolveque £4 to Ynoey? vo “ 
ile erst! vod evvedal safe bas Lestlds i-vint ye cw 
id 24 x awe wlth 4 » ebb oe (ldervser eam of , fawenad whens owl 
¥ nite : ‘ “ive td evel ie Seer, 68 bhh-aeubad 09 aseotke yas: 1s 
i he ‘ hivbis of Bue ,ofidet Wieden oid Tov reds Gap or gl hd mp 
iw fa b ; Sib wh ‘ ending (reay « Trd-Se..e7u0H yee went 
(avdene oo % eauntdaon eds a bwiived « Walyw oo be Rd 
6rA2 : t of TY eomb nid wt biew eved Liuew bd Tene roan au 
i y an 1 : . Lite) ufone s tole .wndd Yd ,eteaqqe 2) “or und face 
» : , (se yvidqueds 24 Lette One dee) Gade-edelques od veve 6 
~ w ove » botyeesa dedjveersvaes ety bet wi sed9 oldeédnig 42 D1, a oean wa * 
shh 7 nogays vol badod wend > ve ,a0w ote bie , se cooiyoow bne #29 tty 
Tin » wot thaaw deli’ {aiemeen wa rseed galdoeovaqe ous ald want 3n | 
wets a Teel Ter oviodereds aeremeaicg ols aw a HAWORTH? a) stall tal oter 
(reas of} wis wry 5h 3 bw shiberavien a? 606d. hove yluqiins seit Can : 
i F 2 oD daze ay. Pry erin wi wioreds ma wwe Thea yad «d Sednime 4 


hea ite y wie or bay itw f Steen > ea 19 yan) OPiMms faz bg io sign brn Tapaere 


Vio * at Fed, 4 a Ai tt ey iw: aha a ,Re\ eg gnabre» ry ome ¥ reryeraptes pee a "s | 


tetetee): Cobege Clee pan itg ¢lonel ed oF lequed aur be fr lea. gids to 


" ty greets hy. ail 2 yoinrere veya of wetd bid. & + (eee ' -_- ae ons is ' amas 


hana, me Gia 78 ed AT 3a baw we sate “i <derdorn 
14 chvutiergmiqos one aoe) Te yen sata otal ev od “bald 


of 





,%e Jorely . 4 
: a wands aa | tile 


a, a 
hae 
a a) 


Melis ass he Lith: wen te 62.2 none > Lanw adam 
3 sly 9 aiee Elects bLeow-oae, tad hs 







en “ a 
AN p \ 4 : VAR —h ‘ i 
) ) ayy = 
; pis 
WW Fatih : 





dynasty (which he felt sure would not, in the providence of God, be of long duration) was overthrown,——in order 
that they might profit thereby, and thus avoid the fatal errors which had led to such sad results in the true 
church in the time of Edward VI. He appears to have urged, when that time should arrive, the summary removal of 

all Popish priests,whose places should be supplied by ministers of the opposite faith,——the failure to do which, 
in the late reign, led to the immediate and thorough downfall of that church on the accession of the new sovereign, 
inasmuch as the Papist far outnumbered the Protestant clergy, even at the death of Edward, and necessarily retained 
an overwhelming influence amoung the people,which became absolute as soon as the change in the Government added 

the weight of the civil to their religious power. 

He also communicated to Day the outlines of a system, the introduction of which he recommended, and which 
was, briefly, as follows; That as, after the present persecutions should cease, there would probably be a lack of 
educated and reliable Protestant ministers, from amoung those whose lives were spared Superintendants should be 
chosen, each of whom should have the charge or supervision of ten churches or congregations, having under him 
faithful and competent readers or assistants, who should act somewhat in the capacity of curates, and for whose 
character and conduct he should be responsible. At least once_in each year, the Superintendant should visit offi- 
cially each parish, examine carefully into the acts and general conduct of its minister, and their effects upon 
the congregation, and either confirm him in his position or replace him by a better man. In this manner, every 
church throughout the realm might be supplied, without retaining a single Romish priest. The Bishops of each Dio- 
cese should exercise the same authority and supervision over the Superintendants, and hold them to a strict yearly 
account. This system was, of coarse, designed to be temporary, and the various churches were to be supplied with 
regular clergymen as rapidly as they became qualified to assume the more responsible positions. Bishop Hooper, 
it appears, approved and recommended the adoption of this course, and it was, according to Strype, followed to ~ 
some extent, after the accession of Elizabeth. 

Rogers seems to have maintained not only his firmness, but also his cheerfulness (if it may, under such cir- 
cumstances, be so designated), to the last moment. Only the day before his death (it being Sunday), and probably 
while at his dinner, he is said (doubtless on Day's authority) to have drank Hooper's health——he being then 
confined in another apartment——and to have bidden his attendants to tell him that "there was never little fellow 
better would stick to a man than he would stick to him'—-evidently supposing that, as they had been condemned 
at the same time, they would also suffer together. This jocularity, at such a time and under such circumstances, 
was remarkable; but it indicated the resolution and resignation of the Christian martyr, rather than the care- 
lessness or recklessness which we even now sometimes witness in the most hardened criminal. It is possible that 
the expression "little fellow,"' then used, referred to the person of Rogers. We have elsewhere no account of his 
physical conformation, and nothing certain concerning his stature can be gathered from his protraits. 

In less than twenty-four hours after the utterance of that pleasantry, all that was left of its author was 
a little heap of ashes at the foot of the fatal stake in Smithfield. He laid himself down that night to take his 
last sleep on earth. How calm and peaceful was that repose, how little disturbed by the realities of the past or 
shadows of the future, how quiet must have been his conscience, and how trustful the soul that he committed to 
his Maker as he closed his eyes for the last time, may be gathered from the fact that the jailer's wife, who came 
in the morning to summon him to the presence of Bonner, found him still sleeping, and that so soundly that it 
required not a little effort to arouse him. Few persons, on being suddenly awakened from a deep slumber, find 
themselves in the full possession of their ordinary faculties; but it does not seem that Rogers was at all dis- 
concerted, for, on being informed that his last hour had come, and bidden to make haste, he quietly and cooly 
replied, as he proceeded to dress himself—'"If it be so, I need not tie my points:" This good and truly great 
man, sustained by his unfaltering trust in the God whom he had so faithfully served, and confident that he was 
being used as one of His humble instruments in effecting His great purposes, appears to have been so thoroughly 
imbued with the spirit of resignation, and so completely prepared for any emergency, that nothing could approach 
him as a surprise. This frame of mind enabled him also to submit, without a murmur, to the miserable farce to 
which he was now summoned——that of degradation from the priesthood, at the hands of one whom he well knew to be, 
despite his official charactor, one of the most wretched and despicable of men. 

It seems a little strange that this formality was deemed necessary in these cases. Rogers, gavescensrh}: had 
not even professed to be in the Romish Church for more than twenty yrars, and, indeed, had been, for nearly the 
whole of that time, its avowed and most uncompromising enemy. No one pretended to connect him with it, for he 
had , voluntarily and deliberately, released himself from it in various ways,——by writing and preaching against 
it, by departing from all its doctrines and customs, and by marrying a wife.——while he had, if such were necess- 
ary to complete his severance from it, already been formally excommunicated. But it was a ceremony invariably 
performed, probably to increase the effect of the punishment upon the people, although the chief actors in it 
must have regarded it as simply what it has been characterised——a senseless Farce. It appears to have consisted 
in arraying the condemned in the full canonicals, of the offices which they nominally bore, although they had not 
worn these garments for years, and then rending them piecemeal from their persons, accompanying these actions 
with certain prescribed invocations and anathemas. In the present case, the idea of such a man as Bonner really 
effecting the degradation of such an one as Rogers would be, were it not absolutely revolting, simply absurd. We 
may be quite certain that he proceeded from his cell to the chapel of Newgate, where Bonner was already awaiting 
him, really feeling very little interest in the transaction, and assuredly indulging in no dread of its spirit- 
ual consequences. His mind, just then, was doubtless occupied with the final appeal that he was about to make to 
his old enemy, in reference to his family, for, as soon as the last curse had been uttered, we find him craving 
of the Bishop a single boon. "What is that?'"’ asked Bonner, in imitation of his Master, Gardiner, under similar 
circumstances. "Only—said Rogers, opgsmad his request to the smallest possible favour——"that I may talk a few 
words with my wife before my burning." In what terms the brutal denial fell from Bonner's lips, we need not know 
or care to know: we may be sure, however, that it was in no gracious ones. It is certain that the dying man's 
request was denied, and that, if there were no other sins to lay to his charge, that inhuman Prelate thus stamped 
his character with an infamy that shall cling to it as long as his name lives in history. Bonner was supported 
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on this occasion by several of his confidential but least reputable officers and servants, viz. John Harpesfield, 
Archdeacon of London; Robert Cosin and Robert Willanton, Canons of St. Pauls: Thomas Montague, George How, and 
Tristram Swadell, clerks: and Richard Cluney, his summoner and the keeper of his private prison. Contemporaneous 
records state that they were attended by a great company of the guard; as though, even within the security of 
that terrible prison, they feared the resistance of a single powerless man. 

It may seem of a small moment, but it would appear that this was not the only brutality to which Rogers was 
that day subjected. He seems to have been hurriedly awakened, and dragged at once to the chapel, without being 
permitted his usual morning refreshments. Bonner was, according to the accounts, already in waiting, and he, who 
could refuse a dying man's entreaty for one parting word with the wife of his bosom, was not likely to permit any 
delay, in order that a prisoner might satisfy the cravings of nature. This seems also more probable, from the 
fact that the ceremony of degradation must have occupied a considerable time, and the private journals of those 
days state that Rogers was taken to Smithfield between ten and eleven in the morning. 

Bonner, as the representative of his Church, had now done with his victem, and he became the exclusive charge 
of the sheriffs, who appear to have had nothing personally to do with him until now, and who proceeded immediately 
to the execution of their dreadful task. But even now he could not be suffered to go to his doom in peace. His 
few last moments, when he must have desired to commune alone with his God, must be interrupted by the senseless 
and flippant interference of one of those officers—Mr. Woodroffe——who appears to have been the active and most 
willing instrument of the law on this as on similar occasions. Certainly, he could not have seriously expected to 
succeed in an attempt wherein a whole bench of Bishops had failed, or that he could induce his prisoner to recant, 
when both were aware that even recantation would have been of no avail. But, whatever his motive— whether to 
gratify his vanity by such an exercise of authority, or in order to distract the thoughts of the dying man—he 
addressed him to the effect that he might, even then, revoke what he called his abominable doctrine, and his evil 
opinion of the Sacrement of the Alter. Rogers' reply was as simple as it was grand and decisive: ——"That," said 
he, "which I have preached, I will seal with my blood!" ''Then thou art a heretic!" said the sheriff, evidently 
not knowing what else to say. '"That'' meekly replied Rogers, “shall be known at the day of judgment."' "Well," 
continued Woodroffe, "I will never pray for thee!" as if thus deprived the Martyr of some important aid in his 
approaching journey to heaven. "But I will pray for you," was the gentle and truly Christian response of the un- 
disturbed soul, whose pious aspirations were, doubtless, then ascending in behalf alike of friends and foes. The 
heartless sheriff was silenced, and proceeded with his stricter duties. 

It was Monday morning, between nine and ten o'clock, the 4th day of February, 1555, when Rogers was led, for 
the last time, through the gates of the dreary prison that had been his home for more than a twelvemonth, and, 
amidst a formidable array of armed guards, was conducted towards Smithfield. Wis emotions may, to some extent, 
be conceived, but cannot be wholly understood. Doubtless, he gazed backwards, giving one last look to the vener- 
able Cathedral where he had often ministered, and breathed a silent prayer for those then within its familiar pre- 
cincts. But a few steps brought him within the shadow of his own church walls, and perhaps, even then, the bell 
of St. Sepulchre's, which had often called him to its alter, was tolling slowly in its ancient tower the funeral 
knell of its old pastor. Thousands of spectators met his eye on every side, and amoung them he recognised many 
a familiar face. In spite of the guards by whom he was surrounded, their emotions could not be restrained, and 
the air resounded with their acclamations of joy and sorrow——sorrow, that their old friend and teacher was to be 
torn from them in such a terrible manner, and joy, that he met his doom so nobly and fearlessly. Shouts of praise 
and thanksgiving arose from every direction, as he passed along on that fatal march, and so wonderful and earnest 
was the general rejoicing, that even the enemies of his faith described him and the scene as a bridegroom going 
to meet his bride at the wedding alter. 

Still onward moves the cortege. Just yonder, directly in its way, waite a little group, towards which the 
doomed man, step by step, draws nearer. Will he falter now? Will his trust, great as it is,in his Almighty 
Father, sustain him in this last and most fearful trial? Is he flesh and blood, or a being so spiritually refined 
that the common sentiments of humanity have no longer a place within his breast? There wait the loving and faith- 
ful woman who for eighteen years has lain in his bosom, clasping to her heart an unconscious infant which he has 
never before seen,and by her side ten other little ones whom God has given them. Their anxious faces are all 
turned upon him,and their dear and well remembered voices reach his ear in one distracting cry for husband and 
father. Will that passionate appeal, those imploring looks, the tender memories of the past, and the anxious fore- 
bodings of the future, not move a heart that is not already turned to stone? Breathless is the crowd that gazes 
upon this scene——hopeful are the enemies of his faith——fearful are his friends. But doubts, hopes, fears, anx- 
ieties—-all are soon dispelled. One long, soul-full, never to be forgotten look——one silent, solmn blessing— 
one solitary, momentary yielding to the natural emotions of human nature——and the man becomes again the martyr. 
Slowly, but firmly, he passes on, and the next instant issue from his lips, in mournful but inspiring cadences, 
the strains of the glorious Miserere. ; 

Froin that moment, the ultimate success of the Reformation was assured. The true faith might then be hidden 
in darkness, and years might elapse before its sun would again arise to dispel the mists of error that should 
envelope it for a season, but it would appear at last. FOR, AT LEAST, THE THIRD TIME HAD THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
THE PROTESTANT MOVEMENT IN ENGLAND RESTED UPON THIS ONE HUMBLE MAN, AND FOR THE THIRD AND LAST TIME DID HE SUS- 
TAIN IT WITH THE UNFLINCHING HEROISM OF SOMETHING MORE THAN MAN. Had he failed in either instance, but especially 
on this occasion, God alone knows the consequences that might have ensued. 

It is unnessary to dwell upon the details of the final scene at the stake. All writers, both Protestant 
and Romish, united in bearing testimony to the wonderful patience and constancy, nay, even cheerfulness, with 
which he met his fearful doom. The spectators were more numerous than upon any subsequent occasion, and, although 
he was not permitted to speak much with them, he did succeed in exhorting them to remain true to the faith which 
he had net only been content to suffer all that he had already endured, but now gladly resigned his life in this 
cruel manner, as his final testimony in its behalf. After this the fires were lighted, and, as they began to 
take effect upon him, he passed his hands through the flames, rubbing them as in the act of washing—as though 
he were thus ridding himself of the last impurities of earth——and then, lifting them up towards heaven, he held 
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them in that position until consciousness ceased, and his soul took its flight towards its eternal home. 


According to the instructions of yueen Mary—nominally prepared and issued by her, but, doubtless, 
realy the production of Gerdiner—-official witnesses from the Court were to be present on these occasions, in 
order to add to their importance and solemnity, Those who attended in this capacity, at the burning of Rogers, 
were Sir Robert Rochester and Sir Richard Southwell. 

It is said that a pardon, in official form, was brought and presented to him, after he was attached to the 
stake, just before the fires were kindled, conditioned upon recantation, but that he shortly and peremptorily 
rejected it upon those terms. The probability is that his acceptance of it would not then have preserved his 
life, for we have subsequent evidence, in the case of Cranmer, of the inefficacy of such a course: but, if he 
had done so, it would have been at the expense of everything that he held dear. The entire moral effect of the 
teachings of his whole life, and especially of the constancy which he had hitherto displayed, would have been 
neutralized or totally destroyed, and the consequent effect upon the people must have been such as to inflict 
a most deadly blow upon the vitality of the Reformation. But there seems never to have been the slightest dis-: 
position on his part to yield the minutest point of his faith to the demands of his enemies. It has been shown 
that, from the first, he steadily resisted every temptation, and even declined, for conscience sake, to fly from 
the country, when it was in his power to do so, He evidently recognised the emmence responsibilities cast upon 
him on various occasions, and believed it to be his especial duty to remain firm, whatever might be the conseque- 
ences. He saw others, even amoung his fellow preachers, shrink from the fate presented to their view, but such 
defection only excited his compassion for them, while it confirmed his own resolution. Had he lived a few months 
longer, he might possibly have witnessed a still more sad instance, for there is good reason to suppose that Cra- 
nmer would never have recanted his recantation, had his life been spared. 

There is little more to add to the general narrative. Reference has already been made to the discovery of 
the few writings of Rogers which fortunately escaped the vigilance of his keepers. After his death, his wife and 
their son Daniel visited and examined the apartment that he had occupied in Newgate, perhaps merely in response 
to that natural impulse which leads all mourning survivers to seek those places which have been hallowed by the 
presence of the loved and lost while living, but probably in the hope of discovering some memento of him whose 
face they were to see no more. It is not impossible that, through the tenderness of one of the sheriffs——Mr. 
Chester——he had been permitted to embrace his wife and children when they met him on his way to Smithfield, and 
that he then contrived to inform them that he had left such papers behind him. The reverse, however, is most 
probable, for, if he had revealed so much, he could also have intimated the precise place of their deposite: and 
yet, we are told that they searched some time in vain, and were about leaving the cell, when the son accidently 
espied something black lying in a dark corner, which proved to be the envelope containing the writings in quest- 
fon. From the treatment he had received, up to this time, from everyone in authority, and the accounts that we 
have of the other sheriff——-Woodroffe——the character of that interview is more lickly to have been as has already 
been described, and it is probable that no words were suffered to pass between him and his family. Bonner had 
positively refused, only a few minutes before, to grant this favour, and it is not likely that the officials then 
having him in charge would dare to permit any infraction_of his prohibition, brutal as it was. 

Slight as are these memorials of the first Martyr, without them we should have known very little of his per- 
sonal history during his last days, and their discovery and preservation, though not deserving to be regarded as 
miraculas (as Foxe, fondly represents), were very fortunate. Foxe, himself, evidently knew little or nothing of 
him, personally, and it is to be feared, as has been before intimated, that the particulars concerning him, from 
from which he compiled his original account, were furnished by one who had not quite forgotten that he had stood 
in his way in reference to certain coveted preferments. We are really indebted to Foxe for no part or portion of 
his history, and the name of that historian (the writer gives him that title only because everybody else does) 
need not have been used at all in the present narrative, had it not been necessary to correct his numerous errors 
concerning the Martyr. Whether these errors were intential or not, the reader must judge for himself. Certainly, 
he states many things about him which are proved to be untrue, and omits other particulars of importance with which 
he was or ought to have been acquainted, 


The effect of the Smithfield tragedy on the community at large, and especially London, must have been very great, 
as it furnished a terrible proof that similar severities would be practised by the authorities. No one could 
know who would be the next’ victim, or how and when the savage thirst for blood would be satiated. Those then in 
apparent security had no certainty that they would not soon be also dragged from their families, to a speedy trial 
and summary execution. An atmosphere of horror must have enveloped the homes and hearts of those who still clung 
to their Bibles, and the religion which they taught. Still, the very firmness with which the Prot-martyr had 
triumphed over his sufferings, and the even joyful readiness with which he met his death in defence of his faith 
tended to confirm and strengthen them, and we hear of but few defections on the part of those who had professed ; 
the Reformed religion—but these, sad to say, were chiefly amoung the preachers themselves. How much more numer- 
Ous they would have been, had the first man faltered and turned his back upon the stake, God alone surely knows, 
but we may well believe that the records of the true church would have come down to us under a different and 
darker aspect than they have done. 

To the other condemned prisoners still in prison, the news of Rogers' constancy came like a sudden burst of 
sunlight from a heavy cloud.. If they had wavered under the doom that threatened them, they did so no longer. He 
had set them an example worthy of imatation, and, whither he had led the way, they could now more confidently 
follow. We find Bradford, in a letter to Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, written four days after Rogers' death 
rejoicing that their "dear brother" had "broken the ice valiantly." Ridley himself wrote to Austin Bernher oa 
the 10th of February, as follows: "I bless God with all my heart, in his manifold merciful. gifts given ee 
our dear brethren in Christ, especially to our brother Rogers, whom it pleased Him to set forth first, no doubt 
but of His gracious goodness and fatherly favour towards him. . . . I trust to God it shall please Him, of his 
goodness, to strengthen me to make up the Trinity (i.e. himself, Rogers,and Bradford) out of Paul's Church, to 
suffer for Christ," &etc. And again, Ridley writes thus to Bradford: "I thank our Lord God and Heavenly Father 
by Christ that, since I heard of our dear brother Rogers' departing, and stout confession of Christ and his truth 
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even unto the death, my heart, Blessed be God: so rejoiced of it, that, since that time, I say, I never felt any 
lumpish heaviness in my heart, as I grant I have felt sometimes before". This frank confession of former weak- 
ness, and as frank avowal of the renovating effect of Rogers' example, afford the best evidence that we can have 
of the importance attached to it by his fellow sufferers, and prove that the eminence which is now assigned him 
is one to which he was justly entitled. Hitherto, he has merely been regarded as but one amoung other great and 
good men of that time, and as only accidently the First Martyr. We seem to have forgotten or else never under- 
stood, that it required something more than a_ simply great and good man to be the First Martyr. There were 
others, bearing the reputation, who ignobly fled on the first approach of danger: and others still, who stood 
firm for a time, but shrank back when they drew nearer to the fire. Cranmer (Archbishop of Canterbury) was a 
great and good man, but lacking, perhaps, only the necessary physical courage, it is very certain that he would 
never willingly have been the first to meet death at the stake. That Rogers accepted willingly, determinedly, 
cheerfully, all the responsibilities imposed upon him, his entire history convincingly proves. He did not acc- 
idently, or by compulsion, meet his destiny, but embraces it voluntarily when he might have escaped it, and did 
s0, not in a spirit of self-righteousness or bravado, but impelled by an honest consciousness that he was obeying 
the will of his Almighty Father. It was, certainly, no earthly reward by which he was allured, for he well knew 
that the course he pursued must lead him inevitably to protracted suffering and an ignominious death. 

One interesting incident must not be omitted, as it serves to illustrate the effects of the teachings of his 
life, and the example of his death. John Leaf, a citizen's apprentice, only nineteen years of age, probably 
having rendered himself obnoxious by the exuberance of his youthful zeal, was arrested, and subjected to several 
examinations by Bonner, during which he resisted every inducement and threat that could be brought to bear upon 
him, and maintained, although unable to read or write, no unworthy argumentative contest with his judges. Being 
finally committed to prison, it was thought that he would there, in private, be more easily operated upon, and 
two papers were prepared and brought to him—one containing a full recantation, and the other a_ recapitulation 
of the professions which he had made at his public trials. After listening to the first one, he utterly refused 
to affix his mark to it; but on hearing the other, he siezed a pin, thrust it into his hand, and sprinkling his 
blood over the paper, bade those present witness his sign-manual. On being asked if he had not been one of Mr. 
Rogers’ scholars, he promptly avowed that he had, and that he not only firmly believed all the doctrines which 
he had learned from him, but was also ready to meet the same death which his old master had already endured, in 
defence of the same faith. He was burned at the same time and place with Bradford, and manifestted a cheerful- 
ness and unshaken resolution that were remarkable in one so young, and which commanded the admiration of the beholder. 


During the four year reign of Queen Mary, begining with John Rogers, some 385 persons were Martyred. 

Elizabeth, daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, became Queen upon the death of Mary, in 1558. Her main 
problem was that of Religion. She restored Protestantism, reinstated the English Book of Common Prayer, and 
maintained the royal supremacy over the Church, (Ref. for this paragraph, World Book Ency. 1959 edition.) 


It is sad that we must leave the large and interesting family of the Martyr just where he left them on his 
way to Smithfield, but of their immediate movements there is no account. Of his devoted wife we never hear again, 
after her visit to his prison abode, which was probably on the day of his death, or of any of his children until 
they had arrived at manhood. Mr. Anderson says that they all returned together to Germany, but he gives us no ~ 
authority for this assertion, nor can anything be discovered to corroborate it, and he probably only presumed it 
to be the case, from the fact that Daniel, one of his sons, received his educatiorpartly at Wittenberg, their 
former residence. In those days, the difficulty and expense of such a journey must have been very great, and, 
as they had been, by the Martyr's forethought and patriotism, made lawful English subjects, and could have had 
no actual claim upon his old parishioners in saxony, it seems hardly probable that they could have taken such a 
step, especially as it appears certain that at least six of the children were settled in England but a few years 
later. Of those who are most reasonably presumed to have been his immediate descendants, and who became in any 
way prominant, brief notices will be found in another portion of this volume. It is to be hoped that the present 
undertaking may awaken a spirit of research amoung such families as possess any traditions of their descent from 
the Martyr, and that it may lead to discoveries and results to be embodied in a future edition. (These are the 
concluding remarks by Mr. Chester,186l1. Additional information on the Martyr, is found elsewhere in this volume. ) 


APPENDIX 


Account of the EXAMINATIONS, &c. OF JOHN ROGERS,as written by Himself.(From the copy in the Lansdowne MSS. 
Vol. 389 ,, Folliowing 190 B...to 202). 

Note—It would not be practicable to direct attention to every minute difference that exists between the 
two versions, and the reader must be asked to compare them carefully, with the assurance that his labour will 
be amply repaid. The notes which the writer has been compelled to make are numerous, and yet he has confined 
himself to the most glaring discrepancies. To many others he has simply called attention by the use of italics. 
But besides these, there are repeated instances where one or more words have been inserted or omitted, and also 
where those in the MS. have been transposed, sometime without materially affecting the sense, but often other- 
wise. It will be necessary to read the two versions simultaneously, sentence by sentence, in order to realize 
how mercilessly Foxe used the license which he assumed. 

The common version which is given is that in the first edition of the Acts and Monuments, published in 
1563, allowing the author, by a careful collation, the benefit of all proper corrections which he made in the 
editions subsequently revised by him before his death. No attention has, of course, been paid to the alter- 
ations and emendations made by more modern editors, for the reason, as before stated, that they have been made 
according to their respective conceptions of what was proper, and not after an actual reference to the only 
real authority—the MS. itself. 
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Following: Is the MS. printed exactly as it is written, without correcting even its occasional tautology 
and bad grammer, presuming that the circumstances under which it was composed will suffieciently explain any 
occanional instance of this sort. The present writer (Chester) is responsible only for the punctuation: and I, 
for the spelling: See the original, by Mr. Chester included herewith, for comparison and spelling. 


THE CONFESSION AND ANSWER OF JOHN ROGERS, MADE UNTO THE LORD CHANCELLOR AND THE REST OF THE KING 
AND QUEEN'S MOST HONORABLE COUNSELL, THE 22nd OF JANUARY A.D. 1555. 


Ch. First, the Lord Chancellor said unto me, sir, you have heard of the state of the Realm, in which it 
standeth now? 

Ro. No, my Lord, I have been kept in close prison, and except there hath been some general thingssaid at 
the table, when I was at dinner or supper, I have heard nothing,——and there I have heard nothing whereupon 
any special thing might be grounded, 

Ch. (mockingly) General things, general things: you have heard of my Lord Cardinal's comming, (Cardinal 
Pole, as the Pope's Legate, arriving in England in November, 1554), Sir, and that the whole Parliment hath 
received his blessings, (this event happened on the 30th of November,1554, The two houses of Parliment agreed 
to the Supplication on the 29th, and on the 30th, after an appropiate oration by the Legate, he pronounces a 
general absolution.) not one resisting unto it, but one man speaking against it: such a unity and such a 
meriacle hath not been seen: And all they, of which there are 160 in one house, save one (whose name I know 
not), (Its reported that the name of the man was Sir Ralph Bagnal, he refused to consent to the submission, 
and said"he was sworn to the contrary to King Henry VIII, which is a worthy Prince, and laboured twenty-five 
years before’he could abolish him (the Pope); and to say I will agree to it——I will not". And many more were 
of the same mind, but none had the confidence to speak but he.) have with one assent and consent, received 
pardon of their offences, for the schisme that we have had in England, in refusing the Holy Father of Rome to 
be the head of the Catholic Church, etc. How say you? are you contented to unite and knitt yourself to the 
faith of the Catholic Church, with us, in the state which is now in England? Will you do that? 

Ro. The Catholic Church I never did nor never will dissent from. 

Ch. Nay, but I speak of the state of the Catholic Church in the way in which we now stand in England, 
having received the Pope to be supreme head. 

Ro. I know none other head but Christ of his Catholic Church, neither will acknowledge the Bishop of Rome 
to have any other authority than any other Bishop hath, by the word of God, neither yet by the doctrine of the 
old and pure Catholic Church 400 years after Christ. 

Ch. Why didest thou then acknowledge King Henry VIII to be supreme head of the Church, if Christ be the 
only head? 

Ro. I never granted hym to have any supremicy in special things, as are the forgiveness of sins, giving 
of the Holy Ghost, authority to be a judge above the word of God, etc. 

Ch. (Bishop of Durham and Worcester) Yea, said he, and the Bishop of Durham and Worcester (Nicholas Heath), 
if you had said so in his days (and nodded on me with a laughter), you would not be alive now. 

Ro. Which thing I denied, and would have told how he was said and ment to be supreme head, but they looked 
and laughed one upon another, and made a business of it, so that I was constrained to let it pass: there lyeth 
also no great weight thereupon, for all the world knows what the meaning was. 

The L. Ch: Told my Lord William Howard that there was no inconvience therin, to have Christ to be Supreme 
head and the Bishop of Rome therto; and when I was ready to have answered that there could not be two heads -of 
one Church, and more plainly declared the vanity of his reason, the Lord Ch. said, what sayest you? make us a 
direct answer, whether you will be one of the Catholic Church, or not, with us, in the state that we are in now. 

Ro. My Lord, I cannot believe that you yourselves do think in your hearts that he (the Bishop of Rome, Pope) 
is supreme head in forgiving of sins, etc. As is before said, for you and all that be of the Realm, have now, 
twenty years long, preached and some of you have also written to the contrary, and the Parliment had so long ago 
consented unto it. (This is the Parliment of 1535, which abolished the authority of the Pope in the Kingdom, and 
and declared Henry VIII to be the supreme head of the Church. Gardiner himself had, by a solm oath, voluntarjly 
acknowledged this act, and sworn fidelity to its requirements. He also wrote articles against the Pope Supremicy.) 
and there he interupted me thus: 

Ch. Tush man. the Parliment was, of most great cruelty, constrained to abolish and put away the supremicy 
of the Bishop of Rome. 

Ro. With creulty? why then, I percieve you take a wrong way, with cruelty to perswade mens conscience, for 
it should appear, by your doings now, that the cruelty then used hath not perswaded your conscience: how would 
you then have our consciences perswaded with cruelty? 

Ch. I talk to you of no cruelty, but that they were so often and so cruelly called upon, in the Parliment, 
to let the Act go forward, yea, and even with force therunto} whereas, in the Parliment, it was so uniformely 
received, etc. as is more plainly before said. 

L. Pagette: Here my Lord Pagette told me more plainly what my Lord Chancellor ment. 

Why then, my Lord, what will you conclude thereby? that the first Parliment was of the less authority, be- 
cause but few consented unto it, and this Parliment of great authority, because more condented unto it? it goeth 
not by it, my Lord, by the more or less part, but by the wiser, truer and Godlierpart: and I would have said more, 
but the Lord Chancellor interupted me again with his question, to answer him yet once again; for, said he, we have 
more to speak with than you, which must come in after you: and so there were, indeed, ten persons more out of 
Newgate, besides two that were not called; out of that ten, one was a citizen of London, which granted unto them, 
and nine of the contrary, which all came to prison again, and refused the Cardinal's blessing and authority of 
his holy Father, etc. Saying that one of these nine was not asked the question otherwise than thus—whether 
that he would be an honest man, as his father was before him? and he,answering yea, was so discharged by the 
friendship of my Lord William Howard, as I did understand: he bade me to tell him what I would do——whether that 
I would enter into one church with the whole Realm, as it is now? 
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Pitas 13 


Ro. No, I will first see it proved by the Scriptures: let me have pen, ink, and books, etc., and I 
will take upon me so plainly to set fourth the matter that the contrary should be proved to be true; and let 
any man confer with me that would, by writing. 

Ch. Nay, it shall not be permitted ye: you shalt never have so much proffered you as you hast now, if 
you refuse it—-if you will not now consent and agree to the Catholic Church: there two things, mercy and 
justice: if you refuse the Queens mercy now, then shalt ye have justice ministered unto you. 

Ro. I never offended nor was disobedient unto her grace, yet will I not refuse her mercy: but if this 
shall be denied, to confer by writing, and the way to try out the truth, then is it not well, but to farre 
out of the way: ye yourselves all be they that brought me to the knowledge of the pretensed primacie of the 
Bishop of Rome, when I was a young man, twenty years ago, and will ye now, without collation (conference), 
have me to say and do the contrary? I cannot be so perswaded. 

Ch. If you will not receive the Bishop of Rome to be the supreme head of the Catholic Church, then shait 
you never have her mercy, you must be sure: and touching conferring and trial, I am forbidden by the Scriptures 
to use any conferring and trial with you; for St. Paul teacheth me that I shall shun and eschew an heretic after 
one or two monitions, knowing that such a man is overthrown and is fawtye, in that he is condemned by his own 
judgement: Titus 3: 10,11. 

Ro. My Lord,''nego assuptu."' I denie it, you take in hand to prove, it is to witt, that I am a heretic: 
prove you it first, and then allege the aforesaid text. 

Ch. But still the Lord Chancellor played on one string: If you wilt enter into one church Catholic: 
with us, etc., or eles you shall never have so much profered you again as you have now. 

Ro. I will find it first in the Scriptures, and see it tried thereby, before I receive him to be supreme 
head. 

Bishop of Worcester. Why, do you not know what is in your creed—credo eccliam. s. Cath:? 

Ro. I find not the Bishop of Rome there; for catholic signifyeth not the Romish Church: it signifyeth the 
consent of all true teaching churches of all times and of all ages: but how should the the Romish Bishop be 
one of them, which teacheth so many doctrines which are plainly and directly against the word of God? should 
he be the head of the Catholic Church, that so so doeth? It is not possible. 

Ch. Show me one of them, one, one, let me hear one! 

Ro. I remembered myself, that amoung so many I were best to show one. Well said I, I will show you one. 

Ch. Let me hear it. 

Ro. The Bishop of Rome and his Church say, sing and read all that they do, in Latin, in the congregation, 
which is directly and plainly against the word of God, that is to witness against ye,First Corinthians chapter 14. 

Ch. I deny it: I deny that it is against the word of God: let me see you prove it: how prove you it? 

Ro. Thus, quote I, and began to say the text, qui loquitur lingua, etc: to speak with tungues is to speak 
with a strange tongue, as Latin or Greek, etc., and s0 to speak is not to speak unto men, but to God. 

Ch. This he granted, that they spake not unto men, but unto God. 

Ro. Well, then it is in vain to men. 

Ch. No, for one man speaketh in one tongue and another in another, and all well. 

Ro. Nay, I will prove it that neither to God or to man, but to the wind; willingly to have declared how an 
and after what sort these two texts do agree,——for they must agree——they be both the dayings of the Holy Ghost, 
spoken by the Apostle St. Paul, that is to witt. to speak not to man but to God, and to speak into the wind, — 
and so to have gone forward with the proof of my begone matter: here arose a noise and confussion. 

Ch. To speak unto God, and not unto God, were impossible; said the Lord Chancellor. 

Ro. I will prove them possible. 

Lord William Howard. No, said my Lord William Howard to my Lord Chancellor; Now I will bear you witness 
(what witness it was, know all the Godly ways)that he is out of your way; for he granted first that they which 
speak in a strange speach speak unto God, and now he sayth the contrary, that they speak neither to God nor to man, 

Ro. I have granted, said I, turning myself to my Lord William Howard, as you report: I have alleaged the 
one text, and now come to the other, and they must agree, and I can make them to agree; and as for you, ye under- 
stand not the matter. 

L.W.H. I understand so much, that it is not possible. 

Secretary Brown. This is a point of sophistrie. 

Ch. Then my Lord Chancellor began to tell my Lord William Howard, that when he was in high Dutchland, they 
all, which before had prayed and used their service in Dutch, began then to turn part to Latin and part into Dutch. 

Bishop of Woecester. Yea, and at Whittenburge (in Germany) to, said my Lord of Worcester. 

Ro. Yea, Quote I (but I could not be heard for the noise), in a University, where men for the most part und- 
erstand the Latin, and yet not all in Latin; and would have told the order, and to nave gone forward both to have 
answered my Lord, and to have proved the thing that I had taken in hand, but, percieving their talking and noise, 
was fayne to think thus in my heart, suffering them, in the meantime, to talk one one thing and another another: 
alas! neither will these men hear me, if I speak, neither will they suffer me to write: there is no remedy but 
let them alone, and commit the matter to God: yet I began to have gone forward, and say that I would make the 
text to agree, and prove all my purpose well enough. 

Ch. No,no, you can prove nothing by the Scripture: the Scripture is dead and must have a lively exposition. 

Ro. No, no, the Scripture is alive: but let me go forward with my purpose. 

Bishop of Worcester. Nay, nay, all heretics have alleaged the scripture for them, and therefor must we have 
a lively exposition for them. 

Ro. Yea, all heretics have alleaged the scriptures for them, but were comforted by the Scriptures, and by 
none other expositours. 

Bishop of Worcester. Yea, but the heretics would not confess that they were overcome by the Scriptures: I 
am sure of it. 

Ro. I believe that; yet were they overcome thereby, and in all councills were disputed with and overthrown 
by the the Scriptures: and here I would have declared how they ought to have proceeded in these days, and s0 have 
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come again to my purpose, but it was impossible, for one asked one thing, and another said another, that I was 
fayne to hold my peace and let them talk: and what I would have taken hold on my proof, my Lord Chancellor bade 
to prison with me again. 

Ch. Away, away, said he, we have more to talk with: if you would not be reformed (for so he termed it), 
away, away. 

Ro. Up I stood, for I had kneeled all the while. 

Sir Richard Southwell. Then said Sir Richard Southwell unto me (which stood in a window by),——You will 
not burn in this geare, when it cometh to ye purpose, I know well it. (Sir Richard Southwell had also been of 
the Privy Councils of Henry VIII and Edward VI, bending his conscience to suit the requirements of the times) 

Ro. Sir, I cannot tell, but I trust to my Lord God, yes; lifting up my eyes unto heaven. 

Bishop of Ely. Then my Lord of Ely, very gently, truely, told me much of the Queen majesties pleasure 
and meaning, and set out it with large words, saying that she took them that would not receave the Bishop of 
Rome supremacie to be unworthy to have her mercy & etc. 

Ro. I said, I would not refuse her mercy: I never offended her in all my life, and I besought her grace 
and all her honours to be good unto me, reserving my conscience. 

S. Burne. No,— quote they a great sorte of them, and specially secretary Brown,——a married Priest, and 
hath not offended the law & etc. 

Ro. I said, that I had not broken the Queen's law, nor any law of the Realm therin, for I married where 
it was lawfull. : 

S. Bourne, &c. Where was it? said they, thinking that to be unlawfull in all places. 

Ro. In Dutchland; and if ye had not here in England made an open law that Priest might have wives, I 
would not have done, said I, had not the laws of the realm permitted it before: then was there a great noise, 
some saying that I was come to soon with such a sorte——I should find a sower coming of it——and some one thing 
and some another. 

One. And one said, I could never percieve well how that there was ever Catholic man or country that ever 
granted that a Priest might have a wife. 

Ro. The Catholic Church never denied marriage to Priest nor to any other man, said I, and therewith was 
going out of the chamber, the Sargent that brought me thither having me by the arm. 

Worcester. Then the Bishop of Worcester turned his face towards me, and said that I wyste not where the 
Church was or is. 

Ro. And I said, yes, that could I well tell; but therewith went the Sargent with me out the door: this 
was the very true effect of all that was spoken unto me, and of all that I answered there unto. 

And here I would gladly made a more perfect answer to all the former objections, and also a due proof of 
all that I had taken in hand, but at this present I was informed that I should the next morning come to further 
answer, wherfore I am compelled to leave out that which I would most gladly have done; desireing herewith the 
hearty and unfeigned help of the prayers of all Christ's true members——the true Impes (this word has a changed 
meaning since then) of the true and unfeigned Catholic Church—that the Lord God of all consolation will now 
be my comfort, aid, strenght, buckler, and shield, and also of all my brothren that are in the same case and 
distress; that I and they all may despise all maner of threats and cruelity, and even the bitter burning fire 
and dreadfull dart of death, and stick like true soldiers to our dear and loving Captain Christ, our only re- 
deemer and Saviour, and also the only true head of the Catholic Church, Ephesians 1:22, which thing all the 
Bishops of Rome cannot do; and that we traitorously run not out of his tents, or rather out of the playne field 
from him, in the most jepordy of the battle, but persevere in the fight, if he will not otherwise deliver us, 
till we be most cruelly slain of his enemies: for this,I most heartly, and at this present, with weeping tears, 
most instantly and earnestly desire and beseech you all pray: and also, if I die, to be good to my poor wife, 
being a stranger, and all my little souls, hers and my children; who with all the whole faithfull and true Ca- 
tholic Church of Christ, the Lord of life and death save, keep, and defend,in all the troubles and assaults of 
this vane world, and bring at the last to everlasting salvation, the true and sure inheritance of all Christians: 
Amen, Amen. The 27th of January at night. 


The confession of John Rogers made and that should have been made, if I might have been heard, the 28 and 
29 of January anno Dni. 1554. Old style—1555. 

First, being asked again if I would come into one church with the Bishops and the whole Realm, as was now 
concluded by Parliment and all the Realm converted to the Catholic Church of Rome,& etc, and so receive the 
mercy before profered me—arising again with the whole Realm out of the schism and error in which in which we 
had long been—-with recantation of my errors,& etc., I answered that, before, I could not well tell what his 
mercy meant, but now I understand: it was a mercy of the Anti-Christian Church of Rome, which I utterly refused; 
and that the arysinge (argueing?) which he spake of was a very fall into error and false doctrine; and that I 
had been and would be able, by Gods grace, to prove that all the doctrine that ever I had taught was true and 
Catholic, and that by the Scriptures and the authority of the Fathers that lived 400 years after the death of - .. 
Christ, & etc. 

Ch. That should not, nor might, or ought to be granted me, quoted he, for I was but a private man, and 
and might not be heard against the determination of the whole Realm: should, when a Parliment hath concluded 
a thing, one or any private person have authority to discuss whether that they had done right or wrong? No, 
that may not be. 

Ro. I answered, shortly, that all the laws of man might not rule the word of God, nor could not, but that 
they all must be discussed and judged thereby, and obey thereto, and my conscience nor no Christians could be 
satisfied with such laws as disagree therefrom, & etc. 

Ch. But the Lord Chancellor began a long tale to a very small purpose conserning my answer, but defaced 
me, that there was nothing wherfore I should be heard, but arrogance, and pride, and vane glory, & etc. 
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Ro. I also granted my ignorance to be greater than I could express, or that he took it, but yet feered 
not, by Gods assistance and strength, to be able by wrighting to perform my word; neither was, I thanked God e 
therefore, so utterly ignorant as he would have made me, but all was of God, to whom be thanks rendered there- 
fore: Proud man was I never none, nor yet vane glourious: all the world knew well, said 1, where and on which 
side pride, arrogance, and vane glory was: it was a poor pride that was or is in us, God it knoweth, said lI. 

Ch. Then he said, that I at first dashe condemned the yueen and the whole Realm to be of the Church of 
anti-Christ, and burdened me highly there-with-all. 

Ro. I answered, that the yueens Majesty (God save her grace!) would have done well enough, if it had 
not been for his counsel. 

Ch. He said, the Queen went before him, and that it was her own motion, 

Ro. I said, I could nor would ever believe it. 

Bishop of Carlisle. Then said Doctor Aldrich, the Bishop of Carlisle, that the Bishops would bear him 
witness. 

Ro. Yea, quote I, I believe it well; and with that the people laughed: for that day were many there, but 
on the marrow they had kept the doors shut, and would let none in but the Bishops adherents and servants,in maner. 

Mr. Cot. & secretary: Bourne. Then Mr. controller (Sir Robert Rochester) and secretaray Bourne, they would 
have stand up also to bear him witness, and did. 

Ro. I said, it was no great matter;——and, to say the txkuth, thought that they were good helpers thereto 
themselves, and as great impetters and movers of the Queen thereto as was the Lord Chancellor: but I said nothing 
therin, knowing that they were to strong and mighty of power, and that they should be believed before me, yea, 
before our Saviour Christ, and all his Prophets and Apostles thereto in these days. 

Ch. Then, after many words, he asked me what I meant concerning the sacrement? and stood up, and put off 
his cap, and all his fellow Bishops, of which there were a great sort, new men which I knew not,——many of them 
asking whether I believed in the sacrement to be the very body and blood of our Saviour Christ, that was born 
of the Virgin Mary and hanged on the cross, really substantially, & etc. 

Ro. I answered, that I had often told him that it was a matter in which I was no medler, and therefore 
suspected of my Brethren to be of a contrary opinion: but seeing the falsehood of their doctrine in all other 
pionts, and the defence thereof only by force and cruelty, thought thrir doctrine in this matter to be as false 
as the rest; for Christ could not be corporally there, and I could not otherwise understand really and substan- 
tially to signify that corporally, and so Christ could not be there and in heaven also: and here I somewhat set 
out his charity after this sort: my Lord quote I, you have dealt with me most cruelly; for you have sent me 
to prison without Law and against Law, andkept me there almost a year and a half; for I was almost half a year 
in my house, where I was obedient unto you, God it knoweth, and spake with no man; and now have been a full year 
in Newgate, at great cost and charges, having thereto a wife and ten children to fynde,——and had:never penny of 
of my livings, neither of the prebend, nor of the resedence, neither of the Vicarage of the Sepulchres, against 
the law. 

Ch. He answered, that D. (Doctor) Ridley, that had given them me, was an usurper, and therefor I was the 
unjust possessioner thereof. 

Ro. Was the King, then an usurper, quote I, that gave D. Ridley the Bishopric? 

Ch. Yea quote he, and began to set out the wrongs that the King had done them both,——I mean the Bishop of 
London and to hiself; but yet, quote he, I misuse my terms to call the King usurper: but the words was gone out 
of the abundance of the heart before, and I think that he was not very sorry for it. I might have said more 
concerning the matter, and also concerning Sepulchers, but did not. 

Ro. I asked him, whatfor he sent me to prison? 

Ch. He said, because I preached against the queen. 

Ro. I answered, that was not so, and I would be bound to prove, and stand to the trial of the law, that 
no man should be able to prove it, and thereupon would set my life. I preached, quote I, a sermon at the Cross, 
(Paul's Cross Chapel), after the Queen came to the Tower, but therein was nothing said against the yueen; witness 
to all the audience, which was not small: and that ke had after examination, let me go at liberty,——after the 
preaching of the sermon, 

Ch. Yea, but you diddest read thy lectures, against the commandments of the council. 

Ro.That I did not: let it be proved and let me die for it! Thus have you now, against the law of God and 
man, handled me, and never sent for me, never conferred with me, never spake of any learning, till now, that you 
have gotten a whip to whip me with, and sword to cut off my neck, if I will not condesend unto your mind: this 
chartie doth all the world understand. 

I might and would have added, if I might have been suffered to speak, that it had been time enough to take 
away mens livings, and thereto to have prisoned them after that they had offended laws,——for they be good citi- 
zens that break not laws, and worthy of praise, and not punishment,—but it was too much, and these words I 
speak: to keep men in prison so long, till they might catch a man in the law, and so kill him. I could and would 
have added the example of Daniel, which, by a crafty devised law, was cast into the lions den. Item, I might have 
declared that I most humbly desired to be set at liberty,—sending my wife unto him with a supplication (being 
great with child), and with her eight honest women, or there about, to Richmond, at Christmas was a twelvemonth, 
while I was yet in my house. Item, I wrote two supplications to him out of Newgate, and sent my wife unto him 
many times: Mr. John Gosnold also, that worthy man, who is now departed in the Lord, laboured for me, and so did 
many other worthy men also take paynes in the matter: these things declare my Lord Anti-Christian charty,—that 
he hath and doth seek my blood, and the destruction of my poor wife and ten children: (his eleventh child was 
the unborn child referred to above). This was the short summary of the words spoken the first day, 28th of Jan- 
uary, at afternoon, after Mr. Hooper had been first, and Cardmaker the second,——-which forsook us, and stake not 
to his tackle, but shrank from under the banner of our Master and Captain Christ: the Lord grant him to return 
and fight with us, till we be smitten down together, if the Lords will be so to permit it; for yet shall not an 
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hair of our heads parish against his will, but with his will: whereunto, the same Lord grant us to be obedient 
unto the end, Amen: Sweet,mighty, and mercifull Lord Jesus, the Son of David and of God: Amen; let every true 
Christian say and pray. 

Ch. And then, about four of the clock, the Lord Chancellor said, that he must let use with me chartie of 
the Church (what manner of chartie, do all true Christians well understand, that is, the same that the fox doth 
with the checkens, and the wolf with the lambs), and gave respite till the next morning, to see if I would remem- 
ber my self well, come to the Catholic (so he calleth his Anti-Christian, false Church again, and repent, and 
they would receive me to mercy. 

Ro. I said, that I never was out of the true Catholic Church, nor ever would be; but into his church would 
I, by Gods grace, never come. 

Ch. Well, then, is our Church false and Anti-Christian? 

Ro. Yea. 

Ch. And what is the doctrine of the Sacrement? 

Ro. False, quote I, and cast my hands abroad: then said one, that I was a player; to whom I answered not, 
not passing of his mock. 

Ch. Come again tomarrow, betwixte 9. and 10. 

Ro. I am ready to come again, whensoever you call: and so was I brought by the Sheriffs to the Compter 
(aprison) in Southwark, Mr. Hooper going before me, and a great multitude of people,——being pressed so, that 
we had much adoo to go in the streets: Thus much was done the 28th of January. 

The 29th about 9 of the clock, we were sent for in the morning, and by the sheriffs fetched from the Com- 
pter in Southwark to the church again, that is, to St. Mary-over-the-way——St. Mary Overy, where we were the 
day before; and when Mr. Hooper was condemned, as I understood afterward, then sent they for me. 

Ch. And the Lord Chancellor said unto me, Rogers, here you waste yesterday, and we gave you liberty to 
remember thy self this night,whether that you would come to the holy Catholic Church of Christ again or not: 
tell us now what you have determined,—-whether that you will be repentative and sorry, and will return and 
take mercy again. 

Ro. My Lord, I have remembered myself right well, what you yesterday laid for you, and desire you to 
give me leave to declare my mind——what I have to say there-un-to—and that done, I shall answer you to your 
demanded question: when I yesterday desired that I might be suffered, by the Scriptures and the authority of 
first, best, and purest Church, to defend my doctrine by writing,——-meaning not only the Primacy, & etc., but 
also all the doctrine that ever I had preached,——you answered, that it might not nor ought to be granted me, 
for I was a private man (truth it is,quote I); and that the Parliment was above all the authority of all private 
persons, and might not have the seatence thereof found faulty by me, being but a private person: and yet, my 
Lord, I am able to show examples, that one man hath come into a general council,and after that the whole council 
had determined and agreed upon an Act or article, that one man coming in afterward hath, by the word of God, de- 
clared so pithelye (pitiably ?) that the Council had erred in descerning the said article, that he caused the 
wholecouncil to alter and change their Act or article before determined; and of these examples I am able to show 
two. I can also show the authority of st. Augustine, that when he disputed with an heretic, neither would have 
himself nor the heretic to leane to the determination of two former councils, of the which the one made for him 
and the other for the heretic that disputed against him, but said that he would have the Scriptures to be their 
judge, which were common and indifferent for them both, and not proper to either of them. Item, I could show 
the authority of a learned Lawyer Panormitanus, which said unto a simple lay man, that bringeth the word of God 
with him, there ought more credit to be given, than to the whole council gathered together, without the Scrip- 
tures: these things well well prove that I ought not to be denied to say my mind, and to be heard against the 
whole Parliment,——bringing the word of God for me, and the authority of the old church, 400 years after Christ, 
albeit, that every man in the Parliment had willingly, and without respect of fear and favor, agreed thereto 
(which thing I doubted not a little of); especially seeing that the like had been permitted in the old church, 
even in the general councils, yea, and that in one of the Chief Councils that ever was, unto which neither any 
of our Acts of Parliment, for the most part, nor yet of the late general council of the Bishops of Rome, ought 
to be compared: for let Henry VIII call a parliment, and begin to determine a thing (quote I, and would have 
alleaged the example of the Act making the Queen a Bastard, and of making hiself supreme head;—but could not, 
being interupted of one Sir Anthony Brown, who God forgive, then will you (pointing to my Lord Chancellor), and 
you, and you, and sic de singulis (pointing to the rest of the Bishops), say, Amen; yea, and it like your grace, 
it is mete (Meant?) that it so be enacted, & etc. 

Ch. Here, my Lord Chancellor would suffer me to speak no more: he bade me sit down, mockingly saying that 
I was for to be instructed of them, and I would take upon me to be their instructor. 

Ro. My Lord, I stand, and sit not: shall I not be suffered to speak for my life? 

Ch. Shall we suffer you to tell a tale, and to prate? quote he, and stood up, and began to deface me, after 
his old arrogant, proud fashion, marking that I was in a way to have touched them somewhat, which thing he would 
hinder, and dash me out of my tale; and so he did, for I could never be suffered to come to my tale again, no 
mot to one word of it: but he had much like communication with me as he had the day before, and, as is accust- 
omable to him, taute for taute, and cheek for cheek; for in this case, being Gods cause, I told him he should 
not make me afraid to speak. 

Ch. See what a spirit this fellow hath: said he, finding fault at my accustomed earnestness & hearty manner 
of speaking. 

Ro. I have a true spirit, said I, agreeing and obeying to the word of God; and would further have said 
that I was never the worse, but better, to be earnest in a true, just cause, and in my Master Christ's matters; 
but might not be heard, and at that length he proceeded further to his Excommunication and Condemnation, after 
that I told him that his Church of Rome was the Church of Anti-Christ,——meaning the false doctrine, and the 
tyranical laws and maintainance thereof, and cruel persecution used by said Church (of that which the Bishop of 
Wichester, and the rest of his fellow Bishops that are now in England, are the Chief members), not all the men 
and women in the Pope's Church. Item, When I was said to have denied the Sacrement,—-whereof he made his wonte 
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reverente metion (most reverent motion), more to maintain his Kingdom thereby than for the true reverence of 
Christ's institution——more for his own and his Popish generations sake than for Religion or God's sake, — 

I told him after what order, for that manner of his speaking was not agreeing with my words, which are before 
recited in the conversation that we had in the 28 of January; wherewith he was not contented, and asked the 
audienee whether that I had not Simpliciter denied the sacrement? and they would have said and did what he 
lusted, for the most of them were of his own servants at that day,——the 29 day, I mean: at the last, I will 
never deny it, quote I, that I said that your doctrine of the sacrement is false, but yet I tell you after 
what order I said it: To be short, he read my condemnation before me, particularly mentioning therein but two 
articles,——That the Romish Catholic Church is the Church of Anti-Christ, and that I denied the reality of 

the Sacrement, &etc: he cursed me to be disgraded, and condemned to be put into the hands of the lay, and gave 
me over unto the sheriffs hands (which were much better than his), and sent us to the Clink (jail), there to 
remain to night; and when it was dark carried us, with bills and weapons enough, and out of the Clink led us 
through the Bishop's house, and so through St. Mary Gver The Way's church yard, and so into Southwark, and over 
the bridge, on procession to Newgate through the city. 

Ch. When he had read his condemnation, he declared that I was in the great curse, and what a vengeable, 
dangerous matter it were to eat or drink with us, or to give us anything; for all that so did should be partak- 
ers of the same great curse. 

Ro. Well, my Lord, quote I, here I stand before God, and you all this honorable audience, and take him to 
witness, that I never wittingly or willingly taught any false doctrine, and therefor I have a good conscience 
before God and before all good men; and am not afraid but that you and I shall come before a Judge which is 
righteous, before whom I shall be as good a man as you, and where, I nothing doubt, I shall be found a true mem- 
ber of the Catholic Church, and everlastingly saved: and as for your false Church, you need not excommunicate 
me thereout; I have not been it these twenty years, the Lord be praised therefor: But now you have done it 
you can, my Lord, I pray you grant me one thing yet. 

Ch. What is it? 

Ro. That my poor wife, being a stranger, may come amd speak with me so long as I live: for she hath ten 
children that are hers and mine, and somewhat I would counsell her what were best to do for her. 

Ch. No: she is not thy wife. 

Ro. Yes: my Lord, and hath been these eighteen years. 

Ch. Should I grant her to be thy wife? 

Ro. Choose, whether you will or not: she shall be so, nevertheless. 

Ch. She shall not come at ye, quote he. 

Ro. Then I have tried out all your charitie, said I: You make yourselves highly displeased with the 
matrimony of Priests, but ye maintain their open whoredom,——as in Wales, where every Priest has his Whore 
openly dwelling with him, even as your Holy Father suffereth in all Dutchland, and in France, the Priest to do 
the like: Thereto he answered not, but looked as it were a squint at it: and thus departed I,and saw him last. 


But now, dearly beloved, hear what I would have said further, and what I had devised the night before, 
partly, as the Lord knoweth, with sighing and tears, partéy with prayer, and partly by imagining in my mind 
often what order I would speak, when I should come before the foresaid Judges: the begining you have heard be- 
fore: Now hear how I was utterly purposed to have proceeded. 

As in King Henry VIII's days, you in your Parliments followed only his will and pleasure, even to grant 
the Queen Marie to be a Bastard, (see foot note—His own account p. 315), ( God it well knoweth, against your 
wills, and, as you well know, against the wills of the whole Realm, for the most part, and that of all states, 
rich and poor, special and impartial, gentle and ungentle,& etc.)—lickwise, the taking away of the supremicy 
of the Bishop of Rome, with other more things not a few;——even so in King Edwards days did the most of the 
learned of the clergy (against their wills, as it does now appear) set their hands to the marriage of Priests, 
(as deacons and archdeacons, Doctors and masters of colledges, to the number of 70 or thereabouts),’ and the most 
part of the Bishops to the alteration of the service into English, and to the taking away of the positive laws, 
which before had prohibited the said marriage;—this, I say, they did for the Duke of Somersett and others of 
the King's executors pleasure: likewise, when the Duke of Somersett was beheaded, and the Duke of Northumberland 
began to rule the roost, look, what he would desire, that he had especially in his last Parliment; so that, what 
his will was to be enacted, that was enacted: and in like maner, since the Queen Mary came to the Governance of 
the Realm, comitting the same to the care of the Bishop of Wichester (and very few others, but he ruling the 
matter, as all England knoweth to be true), the consent of the whole Parliment followeth his head and his will; 
so that now (against their wills, without doubt, and against the wills of many thousands true hearts of the Realn, 
as they of the Parliment house well know) they have condescended unto him, and what he cannot do in one Parliment, 
that he does in another; for he has had three, ahl under the title of the qyueen (or else he were shameless), in 
a year and a half: and now, I say, since he ruled the roost, tell me how many things they in their Parliments 
have conceded unto against their wills, yea, and the hearts and wills of the whole Realm—let all England bear 
me witness—-as that the Queen should marry with a foriegn Prince; that the service in English should be taken 
away; that the Bishop of Rome should have his old authority, & etc. I speak only of those examples which have 
been seen in our time, and which all England know to be true. I will leave out many other old examples that might 
well be rehearsed: by all these, I say, (and many other who so read the Chronicles of England, and the old Actes 
thereto apptayninge, comparing the Acts made in any Kings days to the chronicles of this time), it may well be 
seen that our Parliments are and have been, specially, for the most part, in the last 100 years, but the will and 
pleasure of one, or of a very few of the heads, either of the Kings or of the counsellors; and the like is to be 
seen in the most of the general Councils of the latter times, that is to wete, that have been within these 4 or 
5 hundred years: whereupon I might most justily conclude that none of these other Parliments or Councils might 
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or ought or to hinder, but that I or any other man, bringing the word of God, and the consent of the old Catholic 
Church of the most pure time, that is 400 years after Christ, should and ought to have been heard, to write or 
speak even against the determination, consent, decree, act or article of any Parliment or general Council, if 
they in any point or points differ or disagree from Gods Holy Word, yea, although they had all, with their wills 
consented thereto. I hold my peace, how much more it is lawfull, when men be compelled to agree: but this act 

to make the Bishop of Rome Supreme head by the word of God, otherwise than as a minister; to bind and to loose in 
heaven and in earth; and to have the exposition of the Scriptures in his power, and to be above them in authority; 
to allow what shall be Scriptures and what not; to make articles of our faith; to make laws unto which all men 
must obey, upon pain of damnation; to have authority above all other Bichops, yea, above Emperors and Kings,é&etc., 
(for there is a whole sea of errors. comprehended under and in these words, that the Pope is the head of the Cath- 
olic Church) ,——It is against the Scriptures, which assigns us Christ to be the head of the Church, even here on 
earth. I speak De ecctia militate.——of the warfaring Church that in this world warrith against the Devil, the 
world, and the flesh, etc,——but of the rotten head of Rome there is no mention made in them: wherefor, by the 
word of God, he hath no such authority: wherefor I may conclude that I or any other man, having the word of God 
on our side, may speak against such an Act, and ought to be heard, and the Parliments to give place to the word 
of the ever living God, and not God to the Act of Parliment: Of God's word there shall not one title parish, but 
it shall all be fulfilled and performed that is therein contained, and unto it must all men, Kings, Yueens and 
Emperpors, Parliments and general Councils obey——and the word obeyith no man——it cannot be changed or altered, 
neither may we add or put any thing thereto, nor take no thing therefrom; But the Parliment or general Council 
may be altered, and changed, and a contrary thing determined, as also there be divers and enough examples already 
shown, And with time and books I could show many more: Yea, I will put you a merry case, in the midest of my 
sorrow. I put the case that Henry VIII should rise again, and come to the next Parliment: Would he not then be 
King still, think you? yes, verely: when he then should perceive that his Acts were changed, there would be no 
small hurly-burly: what would then the Bishop of Wichester say, and the other Rochette rochet, with the whole 
swarm of Deans, Archdeacons, Prebendaries, and Dignitaries in the covocatio house, yea, and all the Lords,kni- 
ghts, and Burgesses of the Parliment thereto? Verely, that they had offended the King. Mary would desire a 
pardon, and change the act again, or repeal the new fornd act, and away with the Pope again,etc.: And peradv- 
venture some that sit now very high should dance Truchemore, after the sound of the axe of the tower, so long 
till their blood were all spent, and that they could pant no more for the lack of breath, etc.; Yea, sir, but 
Henry VIII cometh no more here—vwe are not afraid of him: Indeed it appeareth so, by the Acts that are past, 
and by your deeds now, for our Bishops are not afraid to say that we were in a schism and in an heresy, all this 
while since the abolishing of the Bishop of Rome Authority, and that is indeed to make Henry VIII and Edward VI 
schismatics and heretics, albeit that they obstayned from the plain speaking and saying so: There are a great 
sort in England that are not so blind but that they can perceive this jugling right well: Oh, how well did Henry 
VIII bestow his Bishoprics upon such Prelates:! What traitorous hearts bare they unto him in his lifetime: Let 

all men consider this: But now to the purpose: What if Henry VIII arise not to reign in England? cannot God 
raise up another King of like zeal and power, yea, of a much better zeal than than ever he had? yes, I dare say, 
ye will grant it: now, if that should come by the days of these Bishops and of this present cleargy, would they 
not all down on their mary bones, and obey to the putting away of the Bishop of Rome again, and turn about again 
as fast as they ever they did, and come to the cross again, and preach against his usurped power, & etc.? Who 
doubteth thereof? turn, and turn, and turn again, is the very life and propriety of our Popish Prelates, and of 
the whole crown shaven clergy: wherefor, seeing this is true, why should the Parliment be of such force that men 
might not, having the word of God on their side, be heard, yea, rather be highly allowd to speak against it? this 
I must tell you, by the way; You make so many changes, and turn so ofte about therin, that at the length, I much 
fear, God will make a very strange turning among you: I pray God it proves not so. 

Ch. My Lord Chancellor told me that we Gospel Preachers marred the Realm. 

Ro. Let all men be judges, that have a zeal to religion and truth, whetherthis turning about of the Papist 
have not brought the simple lay people, yea, and so many worldly wise men thereto, to this point, that they can- 
not tell who they should believe, or whereunto they should trust: neither is it any marvel, for there is no man 
s0 blind but he see-eth that if there be any law of man to force them, they will all turn from the Pope to the 
King, and from the King to the Pope again; from the Latin service to the English, and from the English to the 
Latin again; from whoredom and adultry to lawfull marriage, and from marriage to whoredom and adultry again; from 
mass to the communion, and from the communion to the mass again, & etc.: Yea, and if a King should now come, that 
would make another change, after the maner as the late innocent Edward did,and add the force of laws, which lacked 
in his days, they would turn again from the Pope's Suprmecy to the King's, from the Latin service to the English, 
from the mass to the communion, & etc.; Yea, and if there came in 20 years 10 Kings of divers religion, and made 
10 changes in the 20 years,that is, every 2 years a change, adding, I say, force thereto, they would care for no 
God, but turn about with the Kings. Every King's God should be a true God, and his religion the true Religion, 
——I mean, the living and reigning Kings should be set forth to the uttmost, and his God and religion to be the 
true religion, and the dead King should have the false God and false religion: so that these Bishops and the clergy 
would live 20 years, and still say that they had the true God and true religion. Yet every two years preach a 
contrary religion: How can this be? Item, 

All the world seeth with what cruelty they deal: they will not take any order by disputation or conference, 
either by mouth or pen: they punish before and without law: they have imprisoned us now almost a year and a half, 
and, taken our living away the first day, have kept us there so long till they could get a law to make us either 
to deny our doctrine (I call it ours because we were the ministers of it, for it is assuredly the doctrine of God 
taught by Christ, the Prophets, and Apostles), or else to take our lives from us most cruelly and tyranously, and 
yet in their words pretend mercy and charity: they are, verelye, even the men that David pointeth out in the fig- 
ure and patern of Saul, Ps. 5:9-11, no est in ore co veritas, cor eo vanu est, sepulchru patens est gutter co, 

linguis suis dolose agebant, iudica illos deus; That js, there is no truth in their mouth, their heart is vain 


7s) | 














3. oda fale ate he fre eal’ tees 
i af of fdqwe hag bivedy 5 sada ‘ante 4 
pemilvad oro 26 aia we ee =, eeroet 
wT Ts Pimaer ot ae 


Tt tegate * ca ao (ihotos t 2 ow 
te 7e hols oan “eudwemda 8 a Ya BeOw” 

' 5 ork ae wetytg tt >? of to ‘ook 

ae og ea a te sets! 36 wren OF x os 

3 2 : : ‘ % Welde ‘the evor et? retee | “e 

/ wn vs ; 7 sont? ar bas sine » dbebae m bon 
sit 4 Oe eee pap iboe Aside pees wg bet ‘waa 
y a 4) ad vty ag ) an) hav rien Ef 































































) y bets bre ry, best a aot ade pay = 
a) gbelocco «om I woleumde ~ oeebive 
if One Jbaee ' 7 Woe 794 eee 
. iY ‘ar A o , .* ’ 5 A ak ody of Lead 


} ite 4! via oi ° : toda bees 
7 wea =~ vee acasehamraeeie ‘bai oe sive 
sNeeedd 542% pon ,ojeteds ne t e, ,¥ 


™ : 'y Geile o& |! ofes gold? yraevares , a Bee 2 2 & 
eo rise sq Lode © is oe vue vude &tues 2 ede ‘ 
’ os bee bieods TIIV yIaet inet 
‘ : S2aw €2 stv jad3 pvbestsg Slave, aor reverent Jetev = 
od eayade , og Bee Yes sareetalW to ‘a a was bivey x1 
w vy - a) getvepiagl@ bose .tolsahandeys e 
ah *) bad eas 34 where) Yolereds taveettet 
t vitz v2 dh bom Jee boPe) ene 603° 160 tells ee a8 ou. 
7 made , ecmeseutt genes biucds dyid qrev wow 
“etree oo saaqg blues Yaee er ham ,tevqe Ife erm 
‘ besnnt vid te beardo fon eve EW OTEG: oe on dl 
. 4 i oe edt end 47 bleebe foo ste equAsil sao Zot yon 4 
. is ry de ena fHiva aoe 19 qedale ods tbo *galdan. iy — oP 
‘ en ; act rtciale ets sede sledior es)38 . * 
é . ’ ee wet wadd todd fad Salida we row 3 bobs 
‘ | auc 33 s2@@ lapidleet dowe coqu arg 
ye 137% | vedW (owned e428 OF aoe + 
, a ‘ er | bra Ieee adit 


’ : » BQe4 no e109 qe oe olvuate Sead Le 
t i? ‘A: |). wete bie leer 

via baa ‘ ‘i ot ooo: Bee |b 

a : : ' ‘laa a7V3° Sae8 awd 


‘ 24 a »e@ Deg 9 nf 


. on 6 atact” Hoy * A 
24 = ‘ & §rlere? egreyoe Gey * 
é \ isque,) Be 344.75 ‘ee ites: rowan by 
® welyi ter ef Toon ® sve fe eu “ad 
‘ oie au Pa oo qm val al qm 


a qed Vinee nite 16° weed fed ieee 
“= , oo7 ee AG beds 2 | 2642» LeiSeee 


' : va } de oot eg oo Ad ae 
4 P| ty 4 ! ® our) ear & 2 & vrata tim bas 
‘ ert? We Sybaased was ban 
; bscst > : ond Fe teams oF? Yat pipine 


i + ; oF ads oo ole rd wer v 
od y OF. : bs Rr oe j i a Peed fina 26 
— ' — is « evea t crave car. soil ae 13."9 
* os re er see eee ‘yapay eda Me Set 
aad ef? a2 oa wt Vion : apett gaingies ‘ * 
eit) ohi@t wetted ‘bua : »?o) o? a p® oa elovds guinea 4 : 
tof .nolylian Sars Wag bad « 0) mad gelt Dense ERIE wre og 
. nade tad #14 ; em 
ue fd ee (das den LIT xe: sh oi Giese pemiso 42) se a“ 
ik we oo Samet tk eee Ree He © bes eeeted : ne ate 
ot & cig, Wile deste ay qaoi id aie . meee then eet 
ie yevcin #2") »t be Reptelaio ‘ww oe Sonted: veo" “yee “ ‘ 
; pe SA ae y ete’ oli ‘sie, «tl dus og ‘a om amt inegh nes srmiget fi f 


b 4 pera = 








jw ey e, é i. is Tiwi? an , wi : " ares Rages tel . aly fae ‘bee pt o> rt a 
‘ , gr te bt a9 ' | va s re / 4 , ‘ee = 
i ,Atowe tia al ined = vt lh aT eat » BOSOUT 
Le rar: - 
‘ ce. ae 
, - a) 4d 
. i e as ~. = >. 
j a : : A a 7 a ; i > 
= auth : Mi ie 2 ee 


nl is nT) — 7 " “2 
eee eee 


Lg 


or full of corruption or wickedness,-——that is,full of deceit and guile,——their throat is an open sepulcher, — 
that is, a grave that, lying open, looketh for a corpse, to rot it and eat it up: even so do our enemies, with 
their fair painted words and fine tales, go about to draw us unto them, and to make us forsake God, and to fall 
from him: How say ye. They say, will you come into one church with us? so shall you receive mercy, & etc.: is 
not this to deal subtelly with their tongues? are not such mens throats an open sepulcher? sed iudica cos deus, 
—But,Oh Lord, destroy them, judge and condem them: Thus much would I have said of the first point,——that I 
being a private person, and having on my side God's most Holy word, and the consent of the most old true and 
Catholic Church, as is afor said, that is to say, having on my side God hiself and his Holy Catholic, elect and 
chosen Church, ought not to have been denied to write——for that was my request—knowing that they would, as they 
also did, dash and face me out with words, and with crying all against me—one selye soul——and so0 to have de- 
clared my innocence: yea, if they had been or yet were men of God, they must most lovingly have embraced this 
pferre: but what they always have been, that they be, and, I fear me, will be continually: the Lord convert them, 
if it be his blessed will, and if they be such men as may be partakers of the prayers of Gods elect and chosen;Amen. 

I have also declared which Preachers marr them: and that is most sure that we,—preaching God's word sin- 
cerely and truely, as we have (the Lord be thanked therefor:) undoubtedly done, yea, and that unfaynedly, heartly, 
and earnestly,—ought to be alloud for the savers and helpers of the realm;and our adversaries, doing the contrary, 
—preaching false lies and mens traditions of ashes, candles, palms, water, bread, bells, herbs, dead Saints, ro-_ 
tten bones, The Pope's poisonand destruction of souls,—rocking us all in blindness, with Latin abominable masses, 
confessions and other service, ringing, singing, blessing, yea, and curssing and burning thereto, & etc. (for who 
can rake up all their trim toys, foul treachery, false feigned fanticies, loud lies, hypocrecy, and idolatry,etc.) 
——these, these things will bring the realm to utter ruin, specially seeing it hath refused the warning of God thr- 
ough us his true preachers: This shall ye most assuredly find to be true, if ye repent not, and amend quickly. IL 
can not at this time be any longer in this matter, although I right gladly would. 

Ch. Wherefor I now proceed to the two things that I had to say, which was that my Lord Chancellor had the 
day before said his pleasure of them that ruled the rank the while he was in prison, and also rejoiced as though 
God had made this alteration even for his sake, and his Catholic Church, as he calleth it; and to declare, as it 
were by miracle, that we were before in a schism and heresy, and the realm to an unity, and to a truth, and I 
cannot tell whereto,—there was I fully purposed to have said: 

Ro. Secondarely, my Lord, whereas you yesterday so highly dispraised the governance of them that ruled in 
innocent King Edward's days, it may please your Lordship to understand that we poor preachers, whom you so evil 
allow, did most boldly and plainly rebuke their evil governance in many things, especially there covetuosness, 
neglect, and small regard to live after the Gospel, and also their negligence to cause others to live thereafter, 
with more things than I can now rehearse: this can all London testify with us. I would also have told him what 
I myself, for my poor part, did once at Paul's Cross, (see p.93 in the book J. R.) concerning the abuses of abb- 
eyes and other church goods, and I am assured right well that a Papist of them all did ever so much therein as I 
did, I thank God therefor. I was also, as is well known, fayne to answer therefor before all the council, and 
many of my brethren did the like; so that we, for the not rebuking of their faults, shall not answer before God, 
nor shall be blameworthy before men: thereof let the gentlemen and courtiers themselves, and all the citzens of 
London, testify what we did: but, my Lord, you could not abide them for that which they did unto you, and for 
that they were of a contrary religion unto you: It is private hate (was I fully determined to have said) that 
makes you report so evil of your governance; and you may now say what you lust of them, when they be partly dead 
and gone, and partly by you put out of office: but what shall be said of you, when you come down, down, you shall 
then hear; and (I must say my conscience) I fear me you have and will do, with your governance, bring England out 
of Gods blessing into a warn sun: I pray God you do not. I am an English man born, and God knoweth, do naturally 
wish well to my country,—and, my Lord, have often proved that the thing which I much dream of, and, fear shall 
come to pass, doth indeed follow. I pray God that I may fail of my guessing in this behalf. I most heartly des- 
ire it of him: but, truely, that will not be with expelling the true words of God out of the realm, and with 
sheding of innocent blood. 

And as touching your rejoicing, as though God had had set you aloft to punish us, by miracle, (Jeremiah 12:7) 
and to minister justice, that we will not receive your holy faith and mercy,etc., and thereby to declare your 
church true and ours false,—to that, I answer thus: God's works are wonderfull, and are not to be comprehended 
and perceived of mans wisdom—not by the wit of the most wise and prudent; yea,they are soon deceived, and do 
most easily judge amiss of Gods wonderfull works, that are most wise: God hath made all the wisdom of the world 
foolishness, 1 Cor. 1, etc—dedit dilecta aiam sua in manib inimico ci, Jerem.12.—he doth put his beloved and 
dear heart into the hands od his enemies thereof: This thing do-eth God, which thing all wise men account to be 
the most foolish and unwise point that can be: Will the wise of this world, trowe ye, put their most dear friends 
and tenderly beloved children into their enemies hands, to kill them, slay, burn, & etc.? it is madness above all 
madness unto them, and yet doth God use this order, and this is an high and a singular wisdom in his sight, which 
the world taketh to be most extreme madness: Can the world show a cause why he put the most Holy man, John the 
Baptist, into Herod's hands to be beheaded, and that in prison secretely, without open judgement, most tyranically? 
why he suffered the great multitude of innocent children to be most cruelly slain of Herod of Ascalon, which was 
father to him that killed John the Baptist? why he suffered his beloved Apostle St. James to be beheaded of ano-.. 
ther Herod (as I suppose, but I can not well tell for lack of books) Act: 12:1,2. Which suffered his beloved 
seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be 400 years in thraldome and bondage under Pharaoh, and all the stock of 
Juda and Benjamin, his beloved children and Church, to come under the power, sword, and tyrany of Nebuchadnezzar, 
&etc.? no, verely; but his true Catholic Church knoweth divers causes hereof, which are now to long to rehearse, 
and which I would right gladly show, if I had books and time: But this I am right sure of, that it was not be- 
cause the aforsaid Godly men were in heresies, and subject to false Gods services and Idolatry, and their adver- 
Saries were men of God, and beloved of God, &etc. The contrary was true: John the Baptist: was beloved of God, 
and Herod hated, and so forth of the rest: and John the Baptist: the innocent children, James, the children of 
Isreal in Egypt and Babylon, were the Catholic members and people of God, and their adversaries, into whose hands 
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they were put and delivered, and that of God and by his good will and pleasure, were Idolatrous and the people 

of the Devil,&etc.; but would be called the Chief members of God, and rejoiced that they the true God, and that 

it was now declared by miracles that the Iseralites had but a false God and false religion, seeing they were 
delivered into the Babylonians hands, &etc.: And all the others, the Herods and Pharaohs I mean, plainly de- 
termined that, if the men which they killed and handled evil had been God's people, God would never have suffered 
them to have come into their hands, but rather have done the contrary: Who let John the Baptist be killed of 
Herod etc? Even the like is now to be seen in us, and in our most cruel adversaries: Not therefor are they 

the Catholic Church, because our mercifull God hath, at this present, given our lives into their hands; neither 
are we therefor heretics, because we suffer punishment at their hands—as the Lord Chancellor, by his rejoicing, 
seemeth to gather: the contrary is hereby to be gathered, that we be the members of the true Catholic Church 
(because we suffer for the same doctrine which John the Baptist, James, the Israelites, yea, Christ and his Apos- 
tles, suffered for, of which none taught of our adversaries doctrine. That the Rotten Anti-Christian head of 
Rome should be the head of the Catholic Church, but have manifestly taught the contrary, specially Paul 2 Thess. 
2:8-12, and Daniel in the 11:36-40,—which thing, if I might have life and books, I would so set forth, that all 
the world should see it as I did teach),——And our adversaries, with their Anti-Christian head, the members of 

the Devil's Church, as they undoubtedly are: And in like case as the above mentioned holy men (though they in 
their days were counted to be heretics, seditious, and disturbers of the whole world,—for unto John the Baptist 
it was said, Jo.l, (John 1:25), whyfor baptizest thou, if you be not Elias nor the Prophet &etc.? As who say, 

You have no such authority to begin a new ceremony in the Church, for we be in ordinary possession of the Church, 
and of us you have no such authority—we abide by our old Circumcision,&etc.: And the like I could declare of 
James, and of all the Apostles and Prophets, as heretics, and blasphemers of God, and disturbers of the whole . 
world: Paul and Silas, Act. 16, (Acts 16:20-21), must hear these words of the Philippians,—These men trouble 
our City; and yet be they Jews, and preach institutions which it is not lawfull for us to receive, saying we be 
Romans: and in the l7th of Acts, (Acts 17:18), The wise men of this world, such as gave their indevour to wisdom, 
said by St. Paul,—quid vult spmologus hie dicere? that is, What will this prater say? (as my Lord said to me,— 
shall we suffer this fellow to prat? when I would fayne have said the thine that I have here written)—triffeler, 
news carrier or bringer, that tells whatsoever men will have him, for gain and advantage; that will for a piece 

of bread, say what ye will have him say, &etc.: Another said, in the same place,—he seemeth to be a preacher of 
new Devils; and Acts 21, (Acts 21:28), The Jews say by Paul, laying hands on him,-—-help, oh ye Israelites, said 
they, this is the man that teacheth all men every where against the people (meaning the Jews), and the law, and 
this place (meaning Jerusalem),—and yet was neither a word of this true: and Acts 22, (Acts 22:22) the same Jews 
said of Paul,—out of the earth with that man, or away with him, for it is not lawfull for him to live: How many 
more of these examples are to be found in the Bible?) note - back 18 lines to other parenthis mark, for this par- 
agraph, ...holy men although, I say, these men were in their days taken for heretics of them that were then 
in authority, and of the great multitude of the world, yet it is now well known,—and very shortly after their 
deaths were known, yea, and even in their lives, to the true Catholic Church,—yet they were not only of the true 
Catholic Church, but also the founders and builders thereof, and the Chief and Special members, notwithstanding 
the sinist judgement that the wise and mighty and the great multitude of the world had on them, and in their con- 
science they were always assuredly certified of the same: Even the same shall the world find true in us, shortly 
after our deaths, as also there be at this hour, The Lord be thanked therefor! Not a few that already know it: 
And we ourselves also are, by Gods grace, assuredly certified in our own consciences that we are no heretics, but 
members of the true Catholic Church: And our adversaries, the Bishops and Popish clergy, which will now have the 
title, The members of Satans Church, and their Anti-Christian head of Rome with them: Yea, but here they will 
cry out,—Lo, these men will still be like John the Baptist, the Prophets, and Apostles, &etc. I answer, we make 
not ourselves like unto them in the singuler vertues and gifts of God given unto them, as of miracles doing, and 
of many other things: The similitude and likeness of them and us consisteth not in all things, but only in one, 
that is, That we be like them in doctrine, and in the suffering persecution and infamie for the same: We have 
preached their very doctrine, and none other thing, and that we be able sufficiently to declare by their writings: 
For my part, I have preferred to prove the same, as is now often said: and therefor do we suffer the like repro- 
ach, shame, and rebuke of the world, and the like persecution, loosing our lives and goods, forsaking (as our Ma- 
ster Christ commandeth) Father, Mother, Sister, Brother, Wives, and children, and all that there is,—being assu- 
red of a joyfull resurrection, and to be crowned in glory with them, according to the unfallible promises made 
unto us in christ, our only and sufficient mediator, reconciller, Priest, sacrifice, which hath pleased the Father, 
and quited and pacified his wrath against our sins, and made us without spot or wrinkle in his sight, by inputat- 
ion, although we, of and in ourselves, are bespotted and beblotted with many filthy sins, which, if the great 
mercy granted in Christ did not put away, not imputing them unto us, of his measureles and unspeakable mercy and 
love to save us, would have brought us to everlasting damnation and death perpetual, &etc.: Herein, and in none 
other thing, do we affirm ourselves to be like unto our head Christ, and all his Apostles, Prophets, Martyra,and 
Saints; and herein ought all Christian men to be like them, and herein are all Christian men and women like them, 
every one according to the measure of the faith that God hath dealt unto them, and to the diversity of the gift 

vf the spirit given unto them, &etc.: But, Sir, let us now consider, that if it be Gods good will and pleasure 

to give over his own beloved heart, that is, his beloved church and the’ members thereof, into the hands of their 
enemies, to chasten, try, and prove them, and to bring them to the true unfeigned acknowledgeing of their own 
natural stubborn disobedience toward God and his commandments,—as touching the love of God, and of their breth- 
ren and neighbors, and their natural inclination, readiness, and desire to love creatures, to seek their own lusts, 
pleasures, and things forbidden by God,—and to obtain a true repentance and sorrofulness therefor; and to make 
them sigh and cry for the forgiveness thereof, and for the aid of the spirit, daily, to mortify and kill the said 
evil desires and lusts; yea, and often falling into gross outward sins, as David did, Peter, Magdalen, and others; 


to ari i i i 
se again also thereout, with a mighty crying for mercy, &etc., and for many other causes;—let us consider 
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what he after do-eth the said enemies, into whose hands he hath given his tenderly beloved dearlings, and -ros- 
seth them for a small while, according to his good pleasure, as all fathers do with their childern, Heb. 12, 
Prov. 3, (Hebrews 12:7. Proverbs 3:12), he utterly destroyeth and everlastingly dameth the unrepentant enemies: 
Let Herod tell me what he won by Killing James, and persecuting Peter, and Christ's tender dearlings, and be- 
loved spouse and wife his Church? Verely, God thought him not worthy of death, to have it ministered unto him 
by men or angles, or any worthy creatures; but those small and yet most vile beasts, lice and small worms, must 
consume and kill his beastly, vile, tyraneous body: Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, for all their pride and most 
mighty power, must at the length let God's dearlings go freely away out of their land, yea, and out of their 
bands of tyrany: for when it could not be obtained at their hands, that God's congregation might have true mercy 
ministered unto then, But the counterfiet mercy of these our days, that is to say, extreme cruelty, and even 
that very and that most horrible and cruel death, God arose and awoke out of his sleep, and destroyed those enem- 
ies of his flock, with a mighty hand and stretched out arm: Pharaoh did with most great and intolerable bur- 
dens and labors, oppress and bring under the poor Ieraelites, and yet did the courtyers (courier ?) undoubtedly 
noise abroad that the King was mercifull unto them, to suffer them to live in his land, and to set them to work, 
that they might get their living: If he should thrust them out of his land, whither should they go, like a sort 
of vagabond and renagate, &etc.? This title and name of mercywould the tyrant have, and so did his false, flat- 
tering courtiers spred his vane praise abroad: have not we even the like examples now days? Oh, that I had 
now time to write certain things pertaining to our Winchester's mercy,—how mercifull he hath been unto me and 
unto my good brethren? I will speak of neither, yetunto the Duke of Suffolke's most innocent daughter, and to 
her husband,&etc.; ‘for although their Fathers were fawtye, (faulty?),yet had their youth and lack of experience 
deserved a pardon by all true mercifull mens judgements: Oh, that I had time to point out this matter aright? 
But there be many alive that can do it better when I am dead: But Pharaoh had his plages, and his most florish- 
ing land was, by his counterfiet mercy, which was indeed right cruelty and abominable tyrany, utterly destroyed: 
And think ye that this bloody butcherly Bishop of Winchester and his most bloody brethren shall escape? or that 
England shall, for their offences, and specially for the maintainance of their Idolatry and wilfull following of 
them, not abide a great brunt? yes, undoubtedly: If God look not mercifully upon England, the seeds of utter 
destruction are sown therein already,by these hypocritical tyrants and Anti-Christians Prelates, Popish Papist, 
and double traitors to their natural country: and yet they speak of mercy and blessing, of the Catholic Church, 
unity, of power, and strengthening of the Realm,&etc: this double dissimulation will show itself one day, when 
the plage cometh, which will undoubtedly light upon these crown shorn Captains, and that shortly, whatsoever 

the Godly and the poor realm suffer in the mean while, by God's good sufferance and will: Spite of nebuchad- 
nezzar's beard, and maugrye (Maugre or mauger; Fr. malgre; in spite of.) his heart,the captive, thrall, and 
miserable Jews must come home again, and have the City and Temple builded up again, through Zerubbabel, Esdras, 
and Nehemiah, &etc.; And the whole Kingdom of Babylon to ruin must go, and their honor be taken of strangers 
the Persians and Medians: so shall the dispersed English flock of Christ be brought again into the former state, 
or to a better, I trust in the Lord God, than it was in innocent King Edward's days; and our bloody Babylon- 
ical Bishops, and the whole crown shaven company, brought to utter shame, rebuke, ruin,decay, and destruction: 
For God can not, nor undoubtedly will not, suffer the false lieing doctrine, their hypocrisy, bloodshedding, 
whoredoms, idelness, and pleasent life in all pleasure, their thrasonicall boastings and pride, and malicious, 
envious, poison stomaches towards his poor and miserable Christians: Peter truly warneth, if judgement begin- 
eth at the house of God, what shall be the end of them that believe not the Gospel? Lf the rightous shall be 
scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinfull appear? Some shall have their punishment here in this 
world and in the world to come to, and they that escape in this world shall not escape everlasting damnation, 
&etc: This shall be your sauce, Oh ye wicked Papists! Make ye merry here as long as ye may. 

Thus much of the second part: The 3rd and last thing that I would have spoken of should have been an ans- 
wer to mine old Master Dr. Heath, now Bishop of Worcester; which said that I could not tell him where the Church 
is, as I have mentioned in the confession at the first time of all, when we were called before the Council in 
the Bishop of Winchester's house,—I answering that I could; For the lack of time I conclude; God's peace be 
with you: Amen. 
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